
State of Minnesota District Court
County of Blue Earth 5th Judicial District

BEC-16-0185Prosecutor File No.
07-CR-16-942Court File No.

State of Minnesota, COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Summons

vs.

CARIANNE ELIZABETH SANDERSON    DOB: 07/22/1987

228 N 5th St Apt 2
Mankato, MN 56001

Defendant.

The Complainant submits this complaint to the Court and states that there is probable cause to believe
Defendant committed the following offense(s):

COUNT I

Charge: Deprive Another-Cust/Parental Rights-Conceal Minor
Minnesota Statute: 609.26.1(1), with reference to:  609.26.6(a)(1)
Maximum Sentence: 2 years and/or $4,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 02/14/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16002993

Charge Description: Carianne Elizabeth Sanderson

On or about February 14, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Carianne Elizabeth
Sanderson did conceal a minor child from the child's parent where the action manifested an intent
substantially to deprive that parent of parental rights or concealed a minor child from another person
having the right to parenting time or custody where the action manifested an intent to substantially deprive
that person of rights to parenting time or custody.

COUNT II

Charge: Deprive-Custody/Parent Rights-Violation Court Order -Take Minor
Minnesota Statute: 609.26.1(3), with reference to:  609.26.6(a)(1)
Maximum Sentence: 2 years and/or $4,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 02/14/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16002993

Charge Description: Carianne Elizabeth Sanderson

On or about February 14, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Carianne Elizabeth
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Sanderson did take, obtain, retain, or fail to return a minor child from or to the parent in violation of a court
order, where the action manifested an intent substantially to deprive that parent of rights to parenting time
or custody.

COUNT III

Charge: Deprive-Custody/Parent Rights-Refuse Return Minor
Minnesota Statute: 609.26.1(6), with reference to:  609.26.6(a)(1)
Maximum Sentence: 2 years and/or $4,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 02/14/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16002993

Charge Description: Carianne Elizabeth Sanderson

On or about February 14, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Carianne Elizabeth
Sanderson did refuse to return a minor child to a parent or lawful custodian and is at least 18 years old
and more than 24 months older than the child.
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

 

On January 29, 2016, Officer Adam Kruger, of the Mankato Department of Public Safety, was dispatched
to a location in Mankato, Blue Earth County, for a child custody exchange. Upon arriving at the location
Officer Kruger made contact with Adult1 who stated that his ex-wife, Carianne Elizabeth Sanderson, date
of birth July 22, 1987, had their child at her residence and was supposed to return the child to Adult1.
Officer Kruger spoke to Sanderson who stated that she had an Order for Protection against Adult1
forbidding him from taking the child. She also stated that Adult1 was using drugs. 

Adult1 told Officer Kruger that the order had been dismissed. Officer Kruger was able to confirm that the
order had been dismissed. Officer Kruger then notified Sanderson about this, and she stated she didn't
care what information Officer Kruger had, she was not going to give their child to Adult1. 

Officer Kruger stated that because Adult1 did not have his paperwork on him at the time, that Sanderson
could keep the child until the end of the weekend; but that Adult1 would be back on Sunday night to pick up
their child. Sanderson again stated she was not going to give up their child and that she didn't care of the
Order for Protection was dismissed. She was going to keep the child anyway. Officer Kruger informed her
that Adult1 would be back on Sunday evening and that she should think about the implications of keeping
the child against the order from their divorce decree that ordered parenting time to Adult1. 

On January 31, 2016, Officer Kruger responded to the same location in Mankato, Blue Earth County, and
spoke to Adult1. At that time, Adult1 provided paperwork showing the Order for Protection had been
denied. Adult1 stated that when he pulled up the lights shut off in the upstairs apartment which is
Sanderson's apartment. While Officer Kruger was speaking to Adult1, the alarm for the van that was
parked in front of them went off. Adult1 stated that the vehicle was Sanderson's. Officer Kruger was able to
confirm that the vehicle was in fact Sanderson's vehicle. 

Officer Kruger attempted to make contact with someone in the residence, but received no answer. Officer
Kruger walked around the perimeter of the residence and could see that a TV was on in the room and other
lights were now on in the upstairs apartment, but nobody would answer the door. Officer Kruger left the
scene and later called Sanderson, leaving a message for her to call him back so they could speak about
the situation. 

On February 4, 2016, Officer Vitale was dispatched to the same location. Upon arriving at the scene Adult1
explained the situation to Officer Vitale and explained that he had been working with Officer Kruger
previously on this issue. Adult1 informed Officer Vitale that he had custody of the child on February 1, 2016,
and maintained custody until earlier on February 4, 2016, when Sanderson picked up the child. 

When Sanderson picked the child up she agreed that she would return the child later that evening on
February 4, 2016 which was in accordance with their custody agreement. When Adult1 arrived at the
residence of Sanderson that evening he observed the lights in the upstairs apartment turn off immediately.
He also observed that Sanderson's vehicle was parked on the street across from the house and there were
fresh tire tracks in the snow. Adult1 stated he called Sanderson, but she was not answering. Adult1 stated
he did not try to knock on the door as he was waiting for police to arrive. 

Adult1 provided Officer Vitale with Sanderson's phone number. Officer Vitale left a message asking her to
call him back. He then knocked on the apartment door multiple times with no response. At that time, Adult1
left to return home as he believed he was not going to get the child that evening. 

On February 14, 2016, Officer Kruger once again responded to the same location in Mankato, Blue Earth
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County, and met with Adult1. Adult1 stated he was again trying to pick up his child from Sanderson.
However, once again upon his arrival the lights turned off and were now off. Adult1 stated that he had
custody of the child from February 1, 2016, until February 4, 2016, when he had the contact with Officer
Vitale. Adult1 stated that per their divorce agreement Sanderson was to have custody of the child from
4:30 until 7:30 on February 4, 2016; however, Sanderson requested the child earlier that day so Adult1
allowed the child to go with Sanderson that day. Later that evening when Adult1 attempted to take custody
of the child according to the divorce agreement, Sanderson would not return the child. That is when Adult1
had contact with Vitale. 

Adult1 stated he has not had the child since February 4, 2016, which was approximately 10 days prior.
According to the divorce agreement, Adult1 was supposed to have custody of the child during that time. 

Officer Kruger knocked on the residence's door and received no answer. Officer Kruger observed
Sanderson's vehicle was parked out front; however, she would not answer the door.
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SIGNATURES AND APPROVALS

Complainant requests that Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release, be:
(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained, if already in custody, pending further proceedings; and that said Defendant otherwise
be dealt with according to law.

Complainant declares under penalty of perjury that everything stated in this document is true and
correct. Minn. Stat. § 358.116; Minn. R. Crim. P. 2.01, subds. 1, 2.

Complainant Daniel Schisel Electronically Signed:
03/11/2016 11:54 AM
Blue Earth County,  Minnesota

Police Commander
710 S Front St
Mankato, MN 56001-3803
Badge: 3135

Being authorized to prosecute the offenses charged, I approve this complaint.

Prosecuting Attorney Electronically Signed:
03/11/2016 09:20 AM

Steven Kelm
401 Carver Road
PO Box 3129
Mankato, MN 56002
(507) 304-4600
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FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE
From the above sworn facts, and any supporting affidavits or supplemental sworn testimony, I, the Issuing Officer, have

determined that probable cause exists to support, subject to bail or conditions of release where applicable, Defendant’s arrest

or other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court, or Defendant’s detention, if already in custody,

pending further proceedings. Defendant is therefore charged with the above-stated offense(s).

SUMMONSX
THEREFORE YOU, THE DEFENDANT, ARE SUMMONED to appear on April 7, 2016 at 2:30 PM before the
above-named court at 401 Carver Rd, Mankato, MN 56002-0347 to answer this complaint.

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued.

WARRANT

To the Sheriff of the above-named county; or other person authorized to execute this warrant: I order, in the name of the State

of Minnesota, that the Defendant be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before the court (if in

session), and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such court without unnecessary delay, and in any event not later than

36 hours after the arrest or as soon as such Judge or Judicial Officer is available to be dealt with according to law.

Execute in MN Only Execute Nationwide Execute in Border States

ORDER OF DETENTION

Since the Defendant is already in custody, I order, subject to bail or conditions of release, that the Defendant continue to be
detained pending further proceedings.

Bail:  $
Conditions of Release:  

This complaint, duly subscribed and sworn to or signed under penalty of perjury, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer
as of the following date: March 11, 2016.

Judicial Officer Krista J Jass
Judge of District Court

Electronically Signed: 03/11/2016 02:25 PM

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:
 

COUNTY OF BLUE EARTH
STATE OF MINNESOTA

State of Minnesota
Plaintiff

vs.

CARIANNE ELIZABETH SANDERSON
Defendant

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER RETURN OF SERVICE
I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this

Summons upon the Defendant herein named.

Signature of Authorized Service Agent:
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