
State of Minnesota District Court
County of Blue Earth 5th Judicial District

BEC-16-0240Prosecutor File No.
07-CR-16-863Court File No.

State of Minnesota, COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Summons

vs.

MOLLY MARIE KORTUEM    DOB: 11/09/1979

51281 231st Ave
Elysian, MN 56028

Defendant.

The Complainant submits this complaint to the Court and states that there is probable cause to believe
Defendant committed the following offense(s):

COUNT I

Charge: Theft-Take/Use/Transfer Movable Prop-No Consent
Minnesota Statute: 609.52.2(a)(1), with reference to:  609.52.3(2)
Maximum Sentence: 10 years and/or $20,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 02/01/2015 to 03/15/2015

Control #(ICR#): 16000638

Charge Description: Molly Marie Kortuem

On or between February 1, 2015 and March 15, 2015, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Molly
Marie Kortuem, did intentionally and without claim of right take, use, transfer, conceal or retain possession
of the movable property of another without the other's consent and with intent to deprive the owner
permanently of possession of the property and the value of the property or services stolen exceeded
$5,000.00.

COUNT II

Charge: Theft-Take/Use/Transfer Movable Prop-No Consent
Minnesota Statute: 609.52.2(a)(1), with reference to:  609.52.3(3)(a)
Maximum Sentence: 5 years and/or $10,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 02/01/2015 to 03/15/2015

Control #(ICR#): 16000638

Charge Description: Molly Marie Kortuem

On or between February 1, 2015 and March 15, 2015, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Molly
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Marie Kortuem, did intentionally and without claim of right take, use, transfer, conceal or retain possession
of the movable property of another without the other's consent and with intent to deprive the owner
permanently of possession of the property and the value of the property or services stolen exceeded
$1,000.00.
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

 

On January 17, 2016, Deputy Welle of the Blue Earth County Sheriff's Office met Victim 1 and Victim 2,
husband and wife, at their residence, which is located in Blue Earth County. Victims 1 and 2 informed
Deputy Welle that over the course of the past year, they have been having Victim 1's relative, Molly Marie
Kortuem, D.O.B. 11-9-1979, babysit for their children. The victims informed Deputy Welle that during this
time, Victims began to notice some of their belongings disappearing. Victim 1 told Deputy Welle that there
was a $75.00 Liv Aveda gift card, multiple Menard's rebate checks, a circular saw, a pair of Victim 2's
pants, and Victim 2's wedding ring that went missing. Victim 1 stated there have been other family
members as well that have noticed jewelry and prescription pills missing from their residences. Victim 1
stated Victim 1 believed Kortuem stole all of the items and has a prescription drug addiction. Victim 1
stated that he canceled the Liv Aveda gift card and some of the Menard's rebate checks. Victim 1 said that
parts of the rebate checks were already cashed when he attempted to cancel them. Kortuem's sister, who
was also at the residence, said that Kortuem's parents had Red Lobster gift cards stolen from their
residence as well. Kortuem's aunt also informed Deputy Welle that she believed Kortuem had stolen some
of her jewelry from Kortuem's aunt's house as well as some old coins and a diamond tennis bracelet.
Victim 1 and Victim 2 indicated that the wedding ring went missing around February 2015. 

Deputy Welle went onto the automated pawn system (APS) and searched for Kortuem to see if she had
recently pawned any items. Deputy Welle noticed that over the course of the past ten months, Kortuem had
pawned many items, including a significant amount of jewelry. Deputy Welle printed out the list of items and
showed Victim 1, Victim 2, and another of Kortuem's relatives to see if they recognized any of the items.
Victim 1 provided a description of the wedding ring. Victim 1 said the wedding ring was valued at
approximately $6,400.00. The victims noted this ring appeared to be number 23 on the list, matching the
description. Records indicated that Kortuem had pawned the ring at the Shakopee Pawn Exchange.
Deputy Welle later contacted the Shakopee Pawn Exchange and learned that Kortuem never came back to
pay off the ring per the pawn agreement, so they sold it. Victim 1 also stated that number 2 on the list, a
$75.00 Liv Aveda gift card; number 3, the Bosch circular saw; and number 7, the box of DVDs, had
belonged to him as well. APS records indicated that the wedding ring was pawned by Kortuem by March
15, 2015. 

On January 22, 2016, Deputy Welle contacted a Le Sueur County investigator, Investigator Waldron.
Investigator Waldron said he had been on the APS website investigating a burglary and had noticed that
Deputy Welle had put items on hold that Kortuem brought in. Investigator Waldron stated that Kortuem was
also a suspect in a couple of burglaries that Investigator Waldron was working on. Investigator Waldron
said that the burglaries were family members that live close by to where Kortuem resides. Investigator
Waldron sent photos of some of the items Deputy Welle has collected as evidence. Investigator Waldron
received a response from one of the victims that a heart pendant on the list belonged to the victim. 

Investigator Waldron and Deputy Welle went to Kortuem's residence and made contact with her. During the
course of the interview, Kortuem provided the following information: Kortuem is having financial problems
and does not have a job. Kortuem took a blender from Victim 1 and Victim 2's place by accident because
it got mixed in with Kortuem's stuff. Kortuem took a Kohl's gift card from another individual's place that was
worth $20.00 to $30.00. Kortuem took a Red Lobster gift card from her parents that was worth $50.00.
Kortuem pawned a saw that belonged to her boyfriend and did not take one from Victim 1 and Victim 2's
residence. Kortuem does not know anything about the pants that went missing from Victim 1 and Victim 2's
residence. Kortuem took the wedding ring from Victim 1 and Victim 2's house this past summer but did not
know it was a wedding ring until after she took it from the kitchen. Kortuem took a box of about 30 DVDs
and pawned them. Kortuem did not recall taking the Liv Aveda gift card from Victim 1 and Victim 2; but if
Victim 1 and Victim 2 said she took it, Kortuem guesses that she did. 
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Deputy Welle spoke to several of the individuals that Kortuem had taken items from. Many did not wish to
pursue charges anymore. Victim 1 and Victim 2 indicated that they still wanted Kortuem to be held
accountable for the things she stole from them.
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SIGNATURES AND APPROVALS

Complainant requests that Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release, be:
(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained, if already in custody, pending further proceedings; and that said Defendant otherwise
be dealt with according to law.

Complainant declares under penalty of perjury that everything stated in this document is true and
correct. Minn. Stat. § 358.116; Minn. R. Crim. P. 2.01, subds. 1, 2.

Complainant Joshua Holtz Electronically Signed:
03/07/2016 03:30 PM
Blue Earth County,  Minnesota

Deputy
401 Carver Rd
Mankato, MN 56002-0228
Badge: 2728

Being authorized to prosecute the offenses charged, I approve this complaint.

Prosecuting Attorney Electronically Signed:
03/07/2016 01:40 PM

Ryan S. Hansch
401 Carver Road
PO Box 3129
Mankato, MN 56002
(507) 304-4600
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FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE
From the above sworn facts, and any supporting affidavits or supplemental sworn testimony, I, the Issuing Officer, have

determined that probable cause exists to support, subject to bail or conditions of release where applicable, Defendant’s arrest

or other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court, or Defendant’s detention, if already in custody,

pending further proceedings. Defendant is therefore charged with the above-stated offense(s).

SUMMONSX
THEREFORE YOU, THE DEFENDANT, ARE SUMMONED to appear on March 31, 2016 at 2:30 PM before the
above-named court at 401 Carver Rd, Mankato, MN 56002-0347 to answer this complaint.

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued.

WARRANT

To the Sheriff of the above-named county; or other person authorized to execute this warrant: I order, in the name of the State

of Minnesota, that the Defendant be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before the court (if in

session), and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such court without unnecessary delay, and in any event not later than

36 hours after the arrest or as soon as such Judge or Judicial Officer is available to be dealt with according to law.

Execute in MN Only Execute Nationwide Execute in Border States

ORDER OF DETENTION

Since the Defendant is already in custody, I order, subject to bail or conditions of release, that the Defendant continue to be
detained pending further proceedings.

Bail:  $
Conditions of Release:  

This complaint, duly subscribed and sworn to or signed under penalty of perjury, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer
as of the following date: March 7, 2016.

Judicial Officer Krista J Jass
Judge of District Court

Electronically Signed: 03/07/2016 03:55 PM

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:
 

COUNTY OF BLUE EARTH
STATE OF MINNESOTA

State of Minnesota
Plaintiff

vs.

MOLLY MARIE KORTUEM
Defendant

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER RETURN OF SERVICE
I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this

Summons upon the Defendant herein named.

Signature of Authorized Service Agent:
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