
State of Minnesota District Court
County of Blue Earth 5th Judicial District

BEC-16-1743Prosecutor File No.
07-CR-16-4292Court File No.

State of Minnesota, COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Summons

vs.

JAFARI TYWAN BANKS    DOB: 12/28/1979

3350 Russell Ave N
Minneapolis, MN 55412

Defendant.

The Complainant submits this complaint to the Court and states that there is probable cause to believe
Defendant committed the following offense(s):

COUNT I

Charge: Theft-Take/Drive Motor Vehicle-No Owner Consent
Minnesota Statute: 609.52.2(a)(17), with reference to:  609.52.3(2)
Maximum Sentence: 10 years and/or $20,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 10/10/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16015332

Charge Description: Jafari Tywan Banks Also Known As Jafai Tywan Banks, Randy Colmes, Jafari
Banks, Jafar Banks, Jofari Banks, Marcus Banks, Lee Single Estis, Cedric Manning, Jafari Tywan Banks
And Anthony Lee Wren

On or about October 10, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Jafari Tywan Banks did take
or drive a motor vehicle without the consent of the owner or an authorized agent of the owner, knowing or
having reason to know that the owner or an authorized agent of the owner did not give consent and the
value of the property or services stolen exceeds $5,000.00.

COUNT II

Charge: Theft-Take/Drive Motor Vehicle-No Owner Consent
Minnesota Statute: 609.52.2(a)(17), with reference to:  609.52.3(2), 609.05.1
Maximum Sentence: 10 years and/or $20,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 10/10/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16015332

Charge Description: Jafari Tywan Banks Also Known As Jafai Tywan Banks, Randy Colmes, Jafari
Banks, Jafar Banks, Jofari Banks, Marcus Banks, Lee Single Estis, Cedric Manning, Jafari Tywan Banks
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And Anthony Lee Wren

On or about October 10, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Jafari Tywan Banks did
intentionally aid, advise, hire, counsel, or conspire with, or otherwise procure another to commit the crime;
to wit: did take or drive a motor vehicle without the consent of the owner or an authorized agent of the
owner, knowing or having reason to know that the owner or an authorized agent of the owner did not give
consent and the value of the property or services stolen exceeds $5,000.00.
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

 

Detective Jerry Billiar, a licensed police officer in the State of Minnesota, currently employed by the Blue
Earth County Sheriff's Office, reports that he began to investigate a motor vehicle theft that had initially
been reported to Deputy Josh Steinbach, also with the Blue Earth County Sheriff's Office, on October 11,
2016, at approximately 11:07 a.m. 

Billiar reports at that time, Steinbach was dispatched to Unique Specialty and Classics, located at 1000
South Victory Drive, Mankato, Minnesota. Steinbach met with an employee of the business, identified as
Witness 1, who advised that they learned a vehicle had been stolen from their lot the previous evening at
approximately 8:00 p.m. Witness 1 went on to explain that an individual identified as Witness 2 had called
Unique Specialty and Classics and asked if they were missing a classic car from their lot. Witness 2 also
asked if the car might be blue in color. Witness 1 advised that after doing some research, they realized that
a 1964 blue Chevy Impala SS 2-door with VIN #41447S146993, worth in excess of $20,000.00, was
missing. Witness 1 noted that the vehicle does not have Minnesota registration and was last registered in
Wisconsin. Witness 1 advised that the vehicle had been parked on the north edge of the lot. Additionally,
she advised that the business has surveillance cameras set up and they should have some good video of
the suspects and/or the vehicles used to steal the Chevy Impala. 

Witness 1 went on to explain that Witness 2 told her that he had observed a light colored Tahoe/Yukon type
vehicle sitting in the roundabout at Stadium and Victory. The Tahoe/Yukon type vehicle was pulling a white
enclosed trailer, which was stopped in the roundabout just prior to the northbound exit to South Victory
Drive. Witness 1 advised that Witness 2 told her his attention was drawn to the vehicle combination
because the rear ramp of the trailer was down and it appeared there was a blue car sticking halfway out of
the trailer. Witness 2 also told her that there were two black males associated with the Tahoe/Yukon type
vehicle. Witness 1 reported that Witness 2 said he had made a mental note of what he had seen and then
called the business the following morning. Deputy Steinbach then collected additional information about the
vehicle so it could be entered as stolen in the State NCIC system. Also, Detective Billiar had Witness 1
print out pictures of the actual vehicle, which were attached to a crime alert that was sent out to other law
enforcement agencies. 

Deputy Steinbach contacted Witness 2 to confirm what Witness 1 had told him. Steinbach reports that
Witness 2 confirmed everything that Witness 1 reported and also confirmed that the trailer was white in
color. Witness 2 advised that one of the black males was smaller and skinny and the other was larger in
size, at approximately 230 plus pounds. Witness 2 advised that the heavier male was attempting to push
the car into the trailer when he went by the scene. 

Detective Billiar reports that on October 18, 2016, Mankato Department of Public Safety Sergeant Jeff
Knutson was working and heard Blue Earth County radio traffic about a stolen vehicle incident from Unique
Auto. Knutson then contacted Billiar and informed him of his contact with the Tahoe/Yukon type vehicle.
Knutson told Billiar that on October 10, 2016, at around 8:00 p.m., he was driving north on South Victory
Drive from the area of Kibble Equipment. As he approached the roundabout section of Victory Drive and
Stadium Road, he observed an SUV pulling a trailer stopped in the eastern side of the roundabout. He then
observed that the rear ramp style door on the enclosed trailer was open. Sergeant Knutson noted he could
see the distinctive rear end of an early 1960's Chevy Impala inside the trailer. He also noted that there were
two black males standing outside the rear of the trailer, one white male, and one other black male. 

Knutson reports the two males had finished pushing the car into the trailer and the black male was closing
the door as he negotiated through traffic and pulled alongside the trailer after running the plate on his in
squad computer. The male then explained to Knutson that the car had come loose and they had it secured
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in the trailer. As Sergeant Knutson was speaking with the male, he also noted the license plate of the
Cadillac Escalade that was pulling the trailer. 

Knutson reports the black male was about 5'9 to 6'0 tall, heavy set with short hair. Knutson reports he did
not identify the male at the time. Knutson notes that due to the time and the fact that the vehicles were
blocking traffic, he ended his contact with the black male; who then got into the driver's seat as Knutson left
the area. 

Detective Billiar reports that on October 20, 2016, he and Detective Brian Martin stopped at Unique
Specialty and Classics and spoke with Witness 1 and Witness 3. They observed the video surveillance of
the incident. Billiar reports a male was observed entering a lot from the south on foot and walking north in
the direction of the stolen Impala. The male was wearing a stocking cap and jacket. The male was also
observed holding what appeared to be a lit cell phone in his left hand. A short time later, the Impala is
missing from the surveillance video. 

Detective Billiar reports later on October 20, 2016, Sergeant Knutson viewed the driver's license photo of
Jafari Twan Banks, an individual believed to be involved in the vehicle theft. Knutson explained that he
believes that Banks was the person he spoke with during the traffic assist and that Banks got into the
driver's side of the 2007 Cadillac Escalade after their interaction. 

Billiar reports that the trailer was traced to Broadway Rental Equipment Company, located in the Twin
Cities. Detective Billiar was able to observe video from them that showed a black male that appears to be
Jafari Banks come into the store and conduct business. 

Additionally, Detective Billiar was able to acquire paperwork showing that Jafari Banks rented the
enclosed trailer associated with that license plate between October 9, 2016 and October 11, 2016. Lastly,
employees of Broadway Rental Equipment Company report that the vehicle used by Banks to haul the
trailer had the same license plate number as the vehicle later observed by Knutson hauling the trailer with
the stolen Impala in it.
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SIGNATURES AND APPROVALS

Complainant requests that Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release, be:
(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained, if already in custody, pending further proceedings; and that said Defendant otherwise
be dealt with according to law.

Complainant declares under penalty of perjury that everything stated in this document is true and
correct. Minn. Stat. § 358.116; Minn. R. Crim. P. 2.01, subds. 1, 2.

Complainant Brian L Martin Electronically Signed:
10/31/2016 04:32 PM
Blue Earth County,  Minnesota

Investigator
401 Carver Rd
Mankato, MN 56002-0228
Badge: 2723

Being authorized to prosecute the offenses charged, I approve this complaint.

Prosecuting Attorney Electronically Signed:
10/31/2016 04:18 PM

Christopher Rovney
401 Carver Road
PO Box 3129
Mankato, MN 56002
(507) 304-4600
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FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE
From the above sworn facts, and any supporting affidavits or supplemental sworn testimony, I, the Issuing Officer, have

determined that probable cause exists to support, subject to bail or conditions of release where applicable, Defendant’s arrest

or other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court, or Defendant’s detention, if already in custody,

pending further proceedings. Defendant is therefore charged with the above-stated offense(s).

SUMMONSX
THEREFORE YOU, THE DEFENDANT, ARE SUMMONED to appear on November 17, 2016 at 8:15 AM before
the above-named court at 401 Carver Rd, Mankato, MN 56002-0347 to answer this complaint.

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued.

WARRANT

To the Sheriff of the above-named county; or other person authorized to execute this warrant: I order, in the name of the State

of Minnesota, that the Defendant be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before the court (if in

session), and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such court without unnecessary delay, and in any event not later than

36 hours after the arrest or as soon as such Judge or Judicial Officer is available to be dealt with according to law.

Execute in MN Only Execute Nationwide Execute in Border States

ORDER OF DETENTION

Since the Defendant is already in custody, I order, subject to bail or conditions of release, that the Defendant continue to be
detained pending further proceedings.

Bail:  $
Conditions of Release:  

This complaint, duly subscribed and sworn to or signed under penalty of perjury, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer
as of the following date: November 1, 2016.

Judicial Officer Kurt D Johnson
District Court Judge

Electronically Signed: 11/01/2016 09:21 AM

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:
 

COUNTY OF BLUE EARTH
STATE OF MINNESOTA

State of Minnesota
Plaintiff

vs.

JAFARI TYWAN BANKS
Defendant

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER RETURN OF SERVICE
I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this

Summons upon the Defendant herein named.

Signature of Authorized Service Agent:
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