
State of Minnesota District Court
County of Blue Earth 5th Judicial District

BEC-16-0369Prosecutor File No.
07-CR-16-909Court File No.

State of Minnesota, COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Summons

vs.

WILLIAM ERNEST CARROLL    DOB: 01/29/1974

100 Cedar Path
Eagle Lake, MN 56024

Defendant.

The Complainant submits this complaint to the Court and states that there is probable cause to believe
Defendant committed the following offense(s):

COUNT I

Charge: Drugs - 5th Degree - Possess Schedule 1,2,3,4 - Not Small Amount Marijuana- Subsequent
Conviction
Minnesota Statute: 152.025.2(b)(1)
Maximum Sentence: Not less than 6 months nor more than 10 years and/or $20,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 02/24/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16200424

Charge Description: William Ernest Carroll

On or about February 24, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, William Ernest Carroll did
unlawfully possess one or more mixtures containing a controlled substance classified in schedule I, II, III,
or IV, except a small amount of marijuana; and said defendant was previously convicted of a controlled
substance crime.

COUNT II

Charge: Traffic Regulation - Driver Must Carry Proof of Insurance when Operating Vehicle
Minnesota Statute: 169.791.2(a)
Maximum Sentence: 
Offense Level: Gross Misdemeanor

Offense Date (on or about): 02/24/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16200424

Charge Description: William Ernest Carroll

On or about February 24, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, William Ernest Carroll did fail

1



to produce, upon demand of a peace officer, proof of insurance in force at the time of the demand
covering the vehicle being operated; and has two previous violation of this offense within the last ten
years.

COUNT III

Charge: Traffic-Drivers License-Driving After Revocation
Minnesota Statute: 171.24.2
Maximum Sentence: 90 days and/or $1,000
Offense Level: Misdemeanor

Offense Date (on or about): 02/24/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16200424

Charge Description: William Ernest Carroll

On or about February 24, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, William Ernest Carroll did
after being given notice, or reasonably should have known of the revocation, disobeyed the order by
operating in this state any motor vehicle, the operation of which requires a driver's license, while her/his
license or privilege was revoked.
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

 

Trooper Jon Newton, a licensed peace officer in the State of Minnesota, currently employed by the
Minnesota State Patrol, reports that on February 24, 2016, at approximately 2:38 p.m., he was notified by
State Patrol Dispatch of a driving complaint on Minnesota Trunk Highway 60 that was westbound from the
Elysian/Madison Lake area. The complaint was of an older red Dodge Ram traveling at a high rate of
speed, approximately 75 to 80 miles per hour in a 55-mile-per-hour zone. Newton reports he then started
east on Highway 14; and when he arrived in the area, just west of Eagle Lake by Blue Earth County Road
86, he noticed a vehicle matching the description of the vehicle from the driving complaint. The vehicle had
just come out of a work zone that MNDOT had set up on the bridge by County Road 86. The vehicle was
still traveling slowly when Newton saw it. Newton notes the area where he met the vehicle had no
turnarounds due to a crash cable which was presently down the median. 

Newton then informed Lieutenant Casey Meagher, also of the Minnesota State Patrol, who was in the area
and was responding to the driving complaint. Meagher stated that he was southbound on Minnesota Trunk
Highway 22, just north of U.S. Highway 14 and was watching for the vehicle. Shortly thereafter, Meagher
stated that the vehicle had continued west on Highway 14 and that he was getting behind it. Meagher
reports after he was behind the vehicle, he noted that it was traveling faster than the other traffic. Meagher
activated his radar and received a speed of 80 miles per hour in a 65-mile-per-hour zone. The vehicle
immediately slowed down and switched from the left lane to the right lane. Meagher then initiated a traffic
stop on the vehicle on U.S. Highway 14 just west of North Victory Drive. 

Newton and Meagher were then able to identify the driver as William Ernest Carrol. Newton notes that
Carrol's driving privileges were currently revoked due to prior traffic offenses and no insurance violations.
Carrol further advised Meagher that he did not have his insurance card with him but he claimed that he did
have Progressive Insurance. 

Newton later contacted Progressive Insurance and learned that the insurance had been canceled on that
vehicle in March 2015 due to lack of payment. Additionally, Newton notes that Carrol has two prior no-fault
convictions from 2015, which occurred after his insurance policy had been canceled in March of that year.
Additionally, Carrol's driving privileges were currently revoked due to those no-insurance violations. 

Due to the fact that Carrol did not have insurance on the vehicle and his driving privileges were revoked,
troopers determined the vehicle needed to be towed from the scene. Carrol also requested that the vehicle
be towed. 

Lieutenant Meagher notes that during an inventory search of that motor vehicle, he discovered a metal
container under the driver's seat of the vehicle that had numerous business cards and documents with
Carrol's name on them. Additionally, inside the container were four small teal-and-white pills with the
inscription of S489 on one-half and 40 mg on the other half. Meagher was later able to identify those pills
as Vyvanse, which is a Schedule II controlled substance. It is not believed that Carrol has a prescription for
that substance.

A review of Carroll's criminal history reveals a previous conviction for a 2nd degree controlled substance
offense.  That conviction is reflected in Blue Earth County Court File 07-CR-07-3388.  He was sentenced
for that offense on April 30, 2008.
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SIGNATURES AND APPROVALS

Complainant requests that Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release, be:
(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained, if already in custody, pending further proceedings; and that said Defendant otherwise
be dealt with according to law.

Complainant declares under penalty of perjury that everything stated in this document is true and
correct. Minn. Stat. § 358.116; Minn. R. Crim. P. 2.01, subds. 1, 2.

Complainant Dan Anderson Electronically Signed:
03/10/2016 10:19 AM
Blue Earth County,  Minnesota

State Trooper
2171 Bassett Drive
Mankato, MN 56001-6888
Badge: 31

Being authorized to prosecute the offenses charged, I approve this complaint.

Prosecuting Attorney Electronically Signed:
03/09/2016 02:18 PM

Christopher Rovney
401 Carver Road
PO Box 3129
Mankato, MN 56002
(507) 304-4600
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FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE
From the above sworn facts, and any supporting affidavits or supplemental sworn testimony, I, the Issuing Officer, have

determined that probable cause exists to support, subject to bail or conditions of release where applicable, Defendant’s arrest

or other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court, or Defendant’s detention, if already in custody,

pending further proceedings. Defendant is therefore charged with the above-stated offense(s).

SUMMONSX
THEREFORE YOU, THE DEFENDANT, ARE SUMMONED to appear on March 31, 2016 at 2:30 PM before the
above-named court at 401 Carver Rd, Mankato, MN 56002-0347 to answer this complaint.

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued.

WARRANT

To the Sheriff of the above-named county; or other person authorized to execute this warrant: I order, in the name of the State

of Minnesota, that the Defendant be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before the court (if in

session), and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such court without unnecessary delay, and in any event not later than

36 hours after the arrest or as soon as such Judge or Judicial Officer is available to be dealt with according to law.

Execute in MN Only Execute Nationwide Execute in Border States

ORDER OF DETENTION

Since the Defendant is already in custody, I order, subject to bail or conditions of release, that the Defendant continue to be
detained pending further proceedings.

Bail:  $
Conditions of Release:  

This complaint, duly subscribed and sworn to or signed under penalty of perjury, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer
as of the following date: March 10, 2016.

Judicial Officer Greg Anderson
District Court Judge

Electronically Signed: 03/10/2016 12:28 PM

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:
 

COUNTY OF BLUE EARTH
STATE OF MINNESOTA

State of Minnesota
Plaintiff

vs.

WILLIAM ERNEST CARROLL
Defendant

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER RETURN OF SERVICE
I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this

Summons upon the Defendant herein named.

Signature of Authorized Service Agent:
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