
State of Minnesota District Court
County of Blue Earth 5th Judicial District

BEC-16-1363Prosecutor File No.
07-CR-16-3359Court File No.

State of Minnesota, COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Order of Detention

vs.

IVY GAY LEWIS    DOB: 09/01/1965

1028 Quincy St
North Mankato, MN 56003

Defendant.

The Complainant submits this complaint to the Court and states that there is probable cause to believe
Defendant committed the following offense(s):

COUNT I

Charge: Theft-By Swindle
Minnesota Statute: 609.52.2(a)(4), with reference to:  609.52.3(1)
Maximum Sentence: 20 years and/or $100,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 09/30/2013 to 07/06/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16023525

Charge Description: Ivy Gay Lewis

On or between September 30, 2013 and July 6, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Ivy
Gay Lewis did by swindling, whether by artifice, trick, device, or any other means, obtained property or
services from another person and the value of the property or services stolen is more than $35,000.00

COUNT II

Charge: Check Forgery-Falsely Endorse
Minnesota Statute: 609.631.2(2), with reference to:  609.631.4(1)
Maximum Sentence: 20 years and/or $20,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 09/30/2013 to 07/06/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16023525

Charge Description: Ivy Gay Lewis

On or between September 30, 2013 and July 6, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Ivy
Gay Lewis, did falsely endorse or alters a check so that it purports to have been endorsed by another and
the aggregate value of the forged check(s) was over $35,000.00.
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COUNT III

Charge: Theft-By Swindle
Minnesota Statute: 609.52.2(a)(4), with reference to:  609.52.3(1)
Maximum Sentence: 20 years and/or $100,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 05/04/2016 to 07/06/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16023525

Charge Description: Ivy Gay Lewis

On or between May 4, 2016 and July 6, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Ivy Gay Lewis
did by swindling, whether by artifice, trick, device, or any other means, obtained property or services from
another person and the value of the property or services stolen is more than $35,000.00

COUNT IV

Charge: Check Forgery-Falsely Endorse
Minnesota Statute: 609.631.2(2), with reference to:  609.631.4(1)
Maximum Sentence: 20 years and/or $20,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 05/04/2016 to 07/06/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16023525

Charge Description: Ivy Gay Lewis

On or between May 4, 2016 and July 6, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Ivy Gay Lewis,
did falsely endorse or alter a check or checks so that they purported to have been endorsed by another
and the aggregate value of the forged check(s) was over $35,000.00.

COUNT V

Charge: Theft-By Swindle
Minnesota Statute: 609.52.2(a)(4), with reference to:  609.52.3(1)
Maximum Sentence: 20 years and/or $100,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 10/03/2015 to 05/03/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16023525

Charge Description: Ivy Gay Lewis

On or between October 3, 2015 and May 3, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Ivy Gay
Lewis did by swindling, whether by artifice, trick, device, or any other means, obtained property or
services from another person and the value of the property or services stolen is more than $35,000.00

COUNT VI

Charge: Check Forgery-Falsely Endorse
Minnesota Statute: 609.631.2(2), with reference to:  609.631.4(1)
Maximum Sentence: 20 years and/or $20,000
Offense Level: Felony
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Offense Date (on or about): 10/03/2015 to 05/03/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16023525

Charge Description: Ivy Gay Lewis

On or between October 3, 2015 and May 3, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Ivy Gay
Lewis, did falsely endorse or alter a check so that it purports to have been endorsed by another and the
aggregate value of the forged check(s) was over $35,000.00.

COUNT VII

Charge: Theft-By Swindle
Minnesota Statute: 609.52.2(a)(4), with reference to:  609.52.3(1)
Maximum Sentence: 20 years and/or $100,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 04/02/2015 to 10/02/2015

Control #(ICR#): 16023525

Charge Description: Ivy Gay Lewis

On or between April 2, 2015 and October 2, 2015, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Ivy Gay
Lewis did by swindling, whether by artifice, trick, device, or any other means, obtained property or
services from another person and the value of the property or services stolen is more than $35,000.00

COUNT VIII

Charge: Check Forgery-Falsely Endorse
Minnesota Statute: 609.631.2(2), with reference to:  609.631.4(1)
Maximum Sentence: 20 years and/or $20,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 04/02/2015 to 10/02/2015

Control #(ICR#): 16023525

Charge Description: Ivy Gay Lewis

On or between April 2, 2015 and October 2, 2015, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Ivy Gay
Lewis, did falsely endorse or alter a check so that it purports to have been endorsed by another and the
aggregate value of the forged check(s) was over $35,000.00.

COUNT IX

Charge: Theft-By Swindle
Minnesota Statute: 609.52.2(a)(4), with reference to:  609.52.3(2)
Maximum Sentence: 10 years and/or $20,000
5 years and/or $10,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 10/01/2014 to 04/01/2015

Control #(ICR#): 16023525

Charge Description: Ivy Gay Lewis
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On or between October 1, 2014 and April 1, 2015, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Ivy Gay
Lewis did by swindling, whether by artifice, trick, device, or any other means, obtained property or
services from another person and the value of the property or services stolen is more than $5,000.00

COUNT X

Charge: Check Forgery-Falsely Endorse
Minnesota Statute: 609.631.2(2), with reference to:  609.631.4(2)
Maximum Sentence: 10 years and/or $20,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 10/01/2014 to 04/01/2015

Control #(ICR#): 16023525

Charge Description: Ivy Gay Lewis

On or between October 1, 2014 and April 1, 2015, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Ivy Gay
Lewis, did falsely endorse or alter a check so that it purports to have been endorsed by another and the
aggregate value of the forged check(s) was over $2,500.00.

COUNT XI

Charge: Theft-By Swindle
Minnesota Statute: 609.52.2(a)(4), with reference to:  609.52.3(2)
Maximum Sentence: 10 years and/or $20,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 03/31/2014 to 09/30/2014

Control #(ICR#): 16023525

Charge Description: Ivy Gay Lewis

On or between March 31, 2014 and September 30, 2014, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Ivy
Gay Lewis did by swindling, whether by artifice, trick, device, or any other means, obtained property or
services from another person and the value of the property or services stolen is more than $5,000.00

COUNT XII

Charge: Check Forgery-Falsely Endorse
Minnesota Statute: 609.631.2(2), with reference to:  609.631.4(2)
Maximum Sentence: 10 years and/or $20,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 03/31/2014 to 09/30/2014

Control #(ICR#): 16023525

Charge Description: Ivy Gay Lewis

On or between March 31, 2014 and September 30, 2014, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Ivy
Gay Lewis, did falsely endorse or alters a check so that it purports to have been endorsed by another and
the aggregate value of the forged check(s) was over $2,500.00.

COUNT XIII

Charge: Theft-By Swindle
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Minnesota Statute: 609.52.2(a)(4), with reference to:  609.52.3(2)
Maximum Sentence: 10 years and/or $20,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 09/30/2013 to 03/30/2014

Control #(ICR#): 16023525

Charge Description: Ivy Gay Lewis

On or between September 30, 2013 and March 30, 2014, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Ivy
Gay Lewis did by swindling, whether by artifice, trick, device, or any other means, obtained property or
services from another person and the value of the property or services stolen is more than $5,000.00

COUNT XIV

Charge: Check Forgery-Falsely Endorse
Minnesota Statute: 609.631.2(2), with reference to:  609.631.4(2)
Maximum Sentence: 10 years and/or $20,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 09/30/2013 to 03/30/2014

Control #(ICR#): 16023525

Charge Description: Ivy Gay Lewis

On or between September 30, 2013 and March 30, 2014, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Ivy
Gay Lewis, did falsely endorse or alter a check so that they purports to have been endorsed by another
and the aggregate value of the forged check(s) was over $2,500.00.
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

 

On August 8, 2016, Officer Blaschko, of the Mankato Department of Public Safety, responded to Mankato
Motors, in the City of Mankato, for an internal theft complaint. Upon arrival, Officer Blaschko spoke with
Complainant, an adult female, and an employee from Mankato Motors. Complainant advised that after
reviewing several computer programs at the business, Complainant discovered that Ivy Gay Lewis, date of
birth September 1, 1965, has stolen or skimmed over $200,000 from the company. Complainant indicated
Complainant spoke with Lewis and asked her about it. Complainant reported at first Lewis denied stealing
the money, but eventually Lewis stated Lewis did not know how much money Lewis had taken from the
company. Lewis was then terminated for the theft. 

Complainant explained Lewis was the head of the warranty department with Mankato Motors and had
otherwise done her job very well. Complainant indicated Lewis was using real customers with real vehicle
information for warranty paperwork, but Lewis would skim off some of the amount. Complainant explained
that an issue had come up with the work that would recently be done on a Volkswagen vehicle.
Complainant advised that Lewis would change the work to reflect a lower amount of work than what the
customer had paid for. Lewis would then keep the difference in an account. Lewis would then print out a
check from Mankato Motors to the customer and have it signed by Complainant. Lewis would then forge
the customer's signature and write paid to the order of American Legion #518 on the back of the check,
which is the American Legion in North Mankato. Officer Blaschko noted Lewis is the individual who
handles the banking for that Legion Post. Once the money is deposited into the American Legion, it is
unknown where it went from there. The Captain of the American Legion indicated that Lewis is the only
person that had access to the Legion's account at that time. The case was forwarded to the Detective
Division for further investigation. 

On August 16, 2016, Detective Spellacy met with Complainant. Complainant said that Lewis was recently
terminated for the theft, and the dollar amount was close to $275,000. Complainant said that Lewis was a
warranty administrator for three brands of vehicles at Mankato Motors. Complainant explained that Lewis
would take a customer's invoice and reduce the hours billed by the service department and take the money
that was leftover moving it into another account. Complainant reported Lewis would then research
customer's vehicles that had recalls available for the vehicle. Lewis would then make a fake recall notice for
the vehicle and print a check for a refund. Lewis would then present that paperwork to Complainant for
approval. Complainant indicated that Lewis would then say Lewis is sending the check out to the customer,
but Lewis would keep the check, forge the customer's signature, and sign it over the American Legion
where she was also the financial officer. 

Complainant provided Detective Spellacy with 155 copies of cleared checks that were issued to
customers that were signed over to the American Legion. Complaint said the checks issued to customers
were all fraudulent and the customers were never owed any money because the recalls did not exist.
Detective Spellacy was provided a copy of all checks that were issued and signed over to the American
Legion as well as a printout of the check numbers, date issues, name paid to, and the amount. Records
indicated that the amount of fraudulent checks and theft for the following years was: 

2013: $6,563.72; 

2014: $54,365.47; 

2015: $77,895.28; and 

2016: $130,038.52 
6



Total: $263,862.99. 

A review of the information provided to Detective Spellacy by Mankato Motors indicates that Lewis used
this scheme to steal money during relevant time periods as follow: from September 30, 2013, through
March 30, 2014, Lewis stole over $11,000.00; from March 31, 2014, through September 30, 2014, Lewis
stole over $27,000.00; from October 1, 2014, through April 1, 2015, Lewis stole over $29,000.00; from
April 2, 2015, through October 2, 2015, Lewis stole over $35,000.00; from October 3, 2015, through May
3, 2016, Lewis stole over $35,000.00; and from May 4, 2016, through July 6, 2016, Lewis stole over
$35,000.00. 

On August 23, 2016, Detective Spellacy located Lewis at her residence and transported her to the Public
Safety Center. Detective Spellacy read Lewis a Miranda Warning, and Lewis agreed to speak with
Detective Spellacy. Lewis provided the following information. Lewis began working at Mankato Motors in
2008 as a temp, working for licensing of vehicles. Lewis began doing warranty claims and other office
work between 2008, and in 2011 she was only doing warranty claims. Lewis came into work about a week
and a half ago and was called into the office and asked about a 'journal entry' on August 12, 2016. Lewis
said she was accused of stealing and then walked out of the office. Detective Spellacy asked Lewis if she
was stealing money from them, and Lewis responded with, 'I am not stealing money from them.' Detective
Spellacy then asked Lewis if she did steal any money from them, and she answered yes. Detective
Spellacy asked Lewis how much money she had stolen, and Lewis said, 'I don't know.' Lewis then asked to
speak with an attorney, but wanted to continue the conversation. Detective Spellacy explained to Lewis that
Detective Spellacy could not continue to ask her questions or continue the conversation after Lewis had
asked to speak with an attorney.
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SIGNATURES AND APPROVALS

Complainant requests that Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release, be:
(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained, if already in custody, pending further proceedings; and that said Defendant otherwise
be dealt with according to law.

Complainant declares under penalty of perjury that everything stated in this document is true and
correct. Minn. Stat. § 358.116; Minn. R. Crim. P. 2.01, subds. 1, 2.

Complainant Daniel Schisel Electronically Signed:
08/24/2016 05:50 PM
Blue Earth County,  Minnesota

Police Commander
710 S Front St
Mankato, MN 56001-3803
Badge: 3135

Being authorized to prosecute the offenses charged, I approve this complaint.

Prosecuting Attorney Electronically Signed:
08/24/2016 04:39 PM

Ryan S. Hansch
401 Carver Road
PO Box 3129
Mankato, MN 56002
(507) 304-4600
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FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE
From the above sworn facts, and any supporting affidavits or supplemental sworn testimony, I, the Issuing Officer, have

determined that probable cause exists to support, subject to bail or conditions of release where applicable, Defendant’s arrest

or other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court, or Defendant’s detention, if already in custody,

pending further proceedings. Defendant is therefore charged with the above-stated offense(s).

SUMMONS

THEREFORE YOU, THE DEFENDANT, ARE SUMMONED to appear on ________ ___, _____ at _____ AM/PM
before the above-named court at 401 Carver Rd, Mankato, MN 56002-0347 to answer this complaint.

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued.

WARRANT

To the Sheriff of the above-named county; or other person authorized to execute this warrant: I order, in the name of the State

of Minnesota, that the Defendant be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before the court (if in

session), and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such court without unnecessary delay, and in any event not later than

36 hours after the arrest or as soon as such Judge or Judicial Officer is available to be dealt with according to law.

Execute in MN Only Execute Nationwide Execute in Border States

ORDER OF DETENTIONX
Since the Defendant is already in custody, I order, subject to bail or conditions of release, that the Defendant continue to be
detained pending further proceedings.

Bail:  $
Conditions of Release:  

This complaint, duly subscribed and sworn to or signed under penalty of perjury, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer
as of the following date: August 25, 2016.

Judicial Officer Robert Birnbaum
District Court Judge

Electronically Signed: 08/25/2016 10:00 AM

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:
 

COUNTY OF BLUE EARTH
STATE OF MINNESOTA

State of Minnesota
Plaintiff

vs.

IVY GAY LEWIS
Defendant

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER RETURN OF SERVICE
I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this Order of

Detention upon the Defendant herein named.

Signature of Authorized Service Agent:
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