
State of Minnesota District Court
County of Blue Earth 5th Judicial District

BEC-16-1312Prosecutor File No.
07-CR-16-3192Court File No.

State of Minnesota, COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Order of Detention

vs.

BLAKE HOWARD ROBERTS    DOB: 09/10/1993

211 Jean Street
Morristown, NJ 07960

Defendant.

The Complainant submits this complaint to the Court and states that there is probable cause to believe
Defendant committed the following offense(s):

COUNT I

Charge: Dangerous Weapons-Reckless Discharge of Firearm Within a Municipality
Minnesota Statute: 609.66.1a(a)(3), with reference to:  609.66.1a(b)(2)
Maximum Sentence: 2 years and/or $5,000.00 fine
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 08/12/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16023945

Charge Description: Blake Howard Roberts

On or about August 12, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Blake Howard Roberts, did
recklessly discharge a firearm within a municipality.

COUNT II

Charge: Dangerous Weapons-Recklessly Handle or Use
Minnesota Statute: 609.66.1(a)(1)
Maximum Sentence: 90 days and/or $1,000
Offense Level: Misdemeanor

Offense Date (on or about): 08/12/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16023945

Charge Description: Blake Howard Roberts

On or about August 12, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Blake Howard Roberts did
recklessly handle or use a gun or other dangerous weapon or explosive so as to endanger the safety of
another.
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COUNT III

Charge: Dangerous Weapons-Intentionally Point a Gun
Minnesota Statute: 609.66.1(a)(2)
Maximum Sentence: 90 days and/or $1,000
Offense Level: Misdemeanor

Offense Date (on or about): 08/12/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16023945

Charge Description: Blake Howard Roberts

On or about August 12, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Blake Howard Roberts did
intentionally point a gun of any kind, capable of injuring or killing a human being, whether loaded or
unloaded, at or toward another.
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

 

On August 12, 2016, at approximately 1:19 a.m., officers were dispatched to a residence in Mankato, Blue
Earth County, on a report of a weapons complaint. Upon arriving at the scene, Officer Mohamed made
contact with Adult1 who lives at the residence. Adult1 stated he had been in a physical altercation with his
friend, Blake Howard Roberts, date of birth September 10, 1993. Adult1 stated that argument was over an
ex-girlfriend. 

Adult1 stated he and Roberts were involved in a mutual fight outside of the residence and were
approached by security who interrupted the fight. Adult1 and Roberts then went into the residence. Adult1
stated that Roberts swung at him when they got into the residence, and Adult1 was able to duck and take
Roberts to the ground. Adult1 stated, at that time, he kicked Roberts out of his residence. 

A short time later, Roberts returned asking to get in to retrieve his T-shirt and cellphone. Adult1 stated he let
Roberts enter the residence to look for his T-shirt and cellphone. Adult1 stated before he let Roberts in he
had grabbed a shotgun for his own protection. Adult1 stated that Roberts grabbed Adult1's shotgun from
Adult1's hands and then Roberts pointed the shotgun at Adult1. Adult1 stated he ducked and pushed the
shotgun muzzle away from himself. Adult1 stated, at that time, Roberts pulled the trigger causing the
shotgun to go off, hitting the residence window and breaking it. Adult1 stated that he then told Roberts to
leave the apartment as he was going to contact the police. 

Officer Ellis took custody of Roberts and read him his Miranda Warnings. Roberts agreed to waive his
rights and speak to Officer Ellis. Roberts appeared to be intoxicated and had an alcohol content of 0.141.
Roberts stated that he and Adult1 got into a disagreement about Roberts ex-girlfriend. Roberts confirmed
that he and Adult1 got into a confrontation and then decided to continue the conversation inside of the
residence. Roberts stated that he and Adult1 continued to get into each other's face until another fight took
place inside the residence. Roberts stated he then left the residence but was missing his phone and T-
shirt. Roberts stated he could not find those items outside, so he went back to see if they were inside of the
residence. 

Roberts stated that he first knocked on the wrong apartment door, and that when he turned around he heard
Adult1 rack a round into a shotgun. He then observed Adult1 standing in the doorway. Roberts informed
Adult1 that he wanted his belongings and he would leave the apartment. Roberts stated that Adult1 allowed
him to enter the residence, but kept the gun pointed in Roberts' direction. Roberts stated he looked for his
T-shirt and phone, but was unable to locate them. Roberts stated he then asked Adult1 where his
belongings where while they were facing each other. Roberts stated that he didn't know what to do and no
longer wanted the gun pointed in his direction, so he pushed the gun away and a round discharged through
the window of the residence. Roberts stated he was scared about the situation and that is why he pushed
the gun away from his person. 

Officer Waterstreet spoke to Adult2 who is Adult1's roommate. Adult2 stated that he was inside the
bathroom when he heard arguing out in the living room. When Adult2 exited the bathroom he observed that
Adult1 and Roberts were down the hall arguing. At that time, Adult2 did not know who Roberts was. Adult2
stated that he overheard Adult1 and Roberts talking about someone's girlfriend. Adult2 stated he then
heard glass breaking in the living room and then heard Roberts leave the apartment. Adult2 stated he went
into the living room and began picking up the living room and cleaning up some of the broken glass. 

Adult2 stated that approximately three minutes later he heard Roberts in the hallway yelling about Roberts'
shirt and cellphone. Adult2 stated Roberts was yelling at the wrong apartment door. Adult2 stated, at this
time, Adult1 went into his bedroom and gathered his shotgun and loaded a round into the gun. Adult2
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stated that he saw Adult1 then open the door with the shotgun at his hip, barrel facing the ground. Adult1
then confronted Roberts. 

Adult2 stated that Roberts charged Adult1 and was able to take the shotgun away from Adult1. Roberts
then pointed the shotgun at Adult1's neck/chest area. Adult2 stated that Adult1 then pushed the barrel of the
shotgun away, causing it to fire. Adult2 stated that one round went through the window of the living room.
Adult2 stated, at that time, Roberts left the apartment.
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SIGNATURES AND APPROVALS

Complainant requests that Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release, be:
(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained, if already in custody, pending further proceedings; and that said Defendant otherwise
be dealt with according to law.

Complainant declares under penalty of perjury that everything stated in this document is true and
correct. Minn. Stat. § 358.116; Minn. R. Crim. P. 2.01, subds. 1, 2.

Complainant Craig Frericks Electronically Signed:
08/12/2016 01:15 PM
Blue Earth County,  Minnesota

Commander
710 S Front St
Mankato, MN 56001-3803
Badge: 3102

Being authorized to prosecute the offenses charged, I approve this complaint.

Prosecuting Attorney Electronically Signed:
08/12/2016 12:12 PM

Steven Kelm
401 Carver Road
PO Box 3129
Mankato, MN 56002
(507) 304-4600
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FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE
From the above sworn facts, and any supporting affidavits or supplemental sworn testimony, I, the Issuing Officer, have

determined that probable cause exists to support, subject to bail or conditions of release where applicable, Defendant’s arrest

or other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court, or Defendant’s detention, if already in custody,

pending further proceedings. Defendant is therefore charged with the above-stated offense(s).

SUMMONS

THEREFORE YOU, THE DEFENDANT, ARE SUMMONED to appear on ________ ___, _____ at _____ AM/PM
before the above-named court at 401 Carver Rd, Mankato, MN 56002-0347 to answer this complaint.

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued.

WARRANT

To the Sheriff of the above-named county; or other person authorized to execute this warrant: I order, in the name of the State

of Minnesota, that the Defendant be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before the court (if in

session), and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such court without unnecessary delay, and in any event not later than

36 hours after the arrest or as soon as such Judge or Judicial Officer is available to be dealt with according to law.

Execute in MN Only Execute Nationwide Execute in Border States

ORDER OF DETENTIONX
Since the Defendant is already in custody, I order, subject to bail or conditions of release, that the Defendant continue to be
detained pending further proceedings.

Bail:  $
Conditions of Release:  

This complaint, duly subscribed and sworn to or signed under penalty of perjury, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer
as of the following date: August 12, 2016.

Judicial Officer Kurt D Johnson
District Court Judge

Electronically Signed: 08/12/2016 01:40 PM

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:
 

COUNTY OF BLUE EARTH
STATE OF MINNESOTA

State of Minnesota
Plaintiff

vs.

BLAKE HOWARD ROBERTS
Defendant

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER RETURN OF SERVICE
I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this Order of

Detention upon the Defendant herein named.

Signature of Authorized Service Agent:
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