
State of Minnesota District Court
County of Blue Earth 5th Judicial District

BEC-15-1521Prosecutor File No.
07-CR-15-5242Court File No.

State of Minnesota, COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Summons

vs.

CORINNA FAYE NIELSEN    DOB: 03/06/1982

322 Neubert Lane
Mankato, MN 56001-6239

Defendant.

The Complainant submits this complaint to the Court and states that there is probable cause to believe
Defendant committed the following offense(s):

COUNT I

Charge: Receiving Stolen Property
Minnesota Statute: 609.53.1, with reference to:  609.52.3(3)(c)
Maximum Sentence: 5 years and/or $10,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 01/20/2015

Control #(ICR#): 15014500

Charge Description: Corinna Faye Nielsen Also Known As Corrinna Faye Nielsen, Corinna Faye Nielson,
Corinna Faye Nielsen, Corinna F Nielsen, Corrina Faye Nielson, Corinna Nielsen, Corinna Fay Nielsen
And Corinna Faye Neilsen

On or about January 20, 2015, in the City of Mankato, County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Corinna
Faye Nielsen, did receive, possess, transfer, buy or conceal any stolen property or property obtained by
robbery, knowing or having reason to know the property was stolen or obtained by robbery and the value
of the property was over $500.00 but not more than $1,000.00 and the person has been convicted within
the preceding five years for an offense under this section, Section 256.98; 268.185; 609.24; 609.245;
609.53; 609.582, Subd. 1, 2, or 3; 609.625; 609.63; 609.631; or 609.821; or a statute from another state,
the United States, or a foreign jurisdiction in conformity with any of those sections and the person
received a felony or gross misdemeanor sentence for the offense or a sentence that was stayed under
609.135 if the offense to which a plea was entered would allow imposition of a felony or a gross
misdemeanor sentence.
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

 

On January 28, 2015, at approximately 2:30 p.m., Deputy Bruce Collins of the Le Sueur County Sheriff's
Office was contacted by Adult1 who owns Drive-a-Tank in Kasota, Le Sueur County. Adult1 reported that
while he and others were away from their facility from January 17 through January 21, 2015, he believed
several items were taken from his business. Adult1 stated that upon returning from his trip, it was
determined that the business was missing a portable generator and a large number of military vehicle
batteries. 

Adult1 stated that he began calling around to area scrap/recycling yards to inquire about the batteries as
they are distinct and very different than a typical battery manufactured in the United States. Adult1 stated
that he spoke to Adult2 of BEI Scrapyard in LeHillier, Blue Earth County. Adult1 stated that Adult2 recalled
that several similar batteries were brought in that appeared to match the description of the missing/stolen
vehicle batteries. Adult1 stated that he then drove to BEI Scrapyard and spoke to Adult2 in person who told
him that on January 20, 2015, Corinna Faye Nielsen (D.O.B. 3/6/82) and Shane Michael Collman (D.O.B.
3/23/67) brought in a large amount of vehicle batteries and they were ultimately paid $469.00 for the
batteries. 

Adult1 stated that he showed Adult2 a sample military vehicle battery, and Adult2 informed Adult1 that a
large amount of the batteries that Nielsen and Collman brought in matched the appearance of the battery
that he was shown. Adult1 stated that Adult2 showed him video from the time Nielsen and Collman brought
in the batteries. Adult1 observed the batteries on video and saw that they did match the size, shape, and
color of his stolen batteries. Adult1 stated that Adult2 identified the people on the video carrying the
batteries as Nielsen and Collman. 

Deputy Collins went to BEI Auto Parts and Recycling Facility in Blue Earth County and spoke Adult2 who
stated he learned of the stolen batteries after Adult1 had contacted him. Adult2 stated that earlier in the
week his facility had shipped out a load of batteries to a recycling facility and in the shipment, it included
the same odd, unusual-shaped/colored batteries, some with foreign writing on them, that Adult1
referenced. Adult2 stated that Adult1 showed him some sample military vehicle batteries, and Adult2
confirmed that those did look like the batteries that were brought in to his facility. 

Adult2 stated that on January 19, 2015, he received a text message from Nielsen inquiring when the facility
opened because she had some batteries to bring in. Adult2 stated that he advised Nielsen that there were
tubs/crates outside the front of the yard area where Nielsen could put the batteries and when he came into
work, he would get the batteries and hold them for her until she could come into the facility. Adult2 stated
that when he came into the facility, he observed that there were various size/shaped/colored vehicle
batteries in the tubs/crates at the time. Adult2 stated that on January 20, 2015, Nielsen and Collman came
into the facility with a bunch more of the odd-shaped/sized/colored vehicle batteries. Adult2 stated that it
appeared as if their car was loaded down with the batteries. Adult2 reported that Nielsen and Collman
drove their vehicle right up to the door of his facility where the scale is located, and then Collman and
Nielsen carried all the batteries from their car to the scale. Adult2 estimated there were approximately 45
batteries and the batteries weighed more than 2,000 pounds. 

Adult2 stated a check was issued to Collman for the batteries. Adult2 provided a receipt of the sale that
was issued to Shane Collman for 2,345 pounds on Check #11801 paid in the amount of $469.00. Adult2
stated that he personally knows Nielsen and Collman and that they are frequent customers at his facility.
Adult2 played the video of the transaction for Deputy Collins. Deputy Collins recognized Nielsen on the
video, and Adult2 indicated the male subject on the video was Shane Collman. Collman and Nielsen can
be seen on the video bringing the batteries into the facility. They are then seen inside the facility, at which
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time they were paid for the batteries. 

Deputy Collins made contact with Nielsen's attorney who advised that Nielsen told her she was not involved
in any theft at Drive-a-Tank and that she received the batteries from another person. Nielsen's attorney
instructed Deputy Collins that he had instructed Nielsen not to talk to law enforcement any further. 

Adult1 stated that he would have been able to sell the batteries on his account for $0.25 per pound which
would total $586.25, based on the 2,345 pounds Collman and Nielsen had in their possession. However,
Adult1 stated he typically holds on to the batteries and sells them when they reach a price of $.30 per
pound, which would have totaled $703.50. 

Collman was convicted of Burglary in the third degree under MN Stat. 609.582, subdivision 3 in May 2011
for an offense that occurred in September 2010 in court file number 07-CR-10-3196. Collman received a
felony sentence for this conviction. 

Nielsen was convicted of Theft under MN Stat. 609.52 in May 2011 for an offense that occurred in July
2010 in court file number 40-CR-10-800. Nielsen received a felony sentence for this conviction.
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SIGNATURES AND APPROVALS

Complainant requests that Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release, be:
(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained, if already in custody, pending further proceedings; and that said Defendant otherwise
be dealt with according to law.

Complainant declares under penalty of perjury that everything stated in this document is true and
correct. Minn. Stat. § 358.116; Minn. R. Crim. P. 2.01, subds. 1, 2.

Complainant Richard Murry Electronically Signed:
12/22/2015 02:15 PM
Blue Earth County,  MN

Captain
401 Carver Rd
Mankato, MN 56002-0228
Badge: 2708

Being authorized to prosecute the offenses charged, I approve this complaint.

Prosecuting Attorney Electronically Signed:
12/22/2015 02:01 PM

Steven Kelm
401 Carver Road
PO Box 3129
Mankato, MN 56002
(507) 304-4600
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FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE
From the above sworn facts, and any supporting affidavits or supplemental sworn testimony, I, the Issuing Officer, have

determined that probable cause exists to support, subject to bail or conditions of release where applicable, Defendant’s arrest

or other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court, or Defendant’s detention, if already in custody,

pending further proceedings. Defendant is therefore charged with the above-stated offense(s).

SUMMONSX
THEREFORE YOU, THE DEFENDANT, ARE SUMMONED to appear on ________ ___, _____ at _____ AM/PM
before the above-named court at 401 Carver Rd, Mankato, MN 56002-0347 to answer this complaint.

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued.

WARRANT

To the Sheriff of the above-named county; or other person authorized to execute this warrant: I order, in the name of the State

of Minnesota, that the Defendant be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before the court (if in

session), and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such court without unnecessary delay, and in any event not later than

36 hours after the arrest or as soon as such Judge or Judicial Officer is available to be dealt with according to law.

Execute in MN Only Execute Nationwide Execute in Border States

ORDER OF DETENTION

Since the Defendant is already in custody, I order, subject to bail or conditions of release, that the Defendant continue to be
detained pending further proceedings.

Bail:  $
Conditions of Release:  

This complaint, duly subscribed and sworn to or signed under penalty of perjury, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer
as of the following date: December 22, 2015.

Judicial Officer Darci J. Bentz
 

Electronically Signed: 12/22/2015 04:07 PM

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:
 

COUNTY OF BLUE EARTH
STATE OF MINNESOTA

State of Minnesota
Plaintiff

vs.

CORINNA FAYE NIELSEN
Defendant

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER RETURN OF SERVICE
I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this

Summons upon the Defendant herein named.

Signature of Authorized Service Agent:
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