
State of Minnesota District Court
County of Blue Earth 5th Judicial District

BEC-16-0534Prosecutor File No.
07-CR-16-1301Court File No.

State of Minnesota, COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Warrant

vs.

MICHAEL CHARLES COWELL    DOB: 11/08/1980

110 Washington St
Garden City, MN 56034

Defendant.

The Complainant submits this complaint to the Court and states that there is probable cause to believe
Defendant committed the following offense(s):

COUNT I

Charge: Explosive/Incendiary Dev-Possess/Make/Transp/Store
Minnesota Statute: 609.668.6(a)
Maximum Sentence: 10 years and/or $20,000 fine
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 03/22/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16003814

Charge Description: Michael Charles Cowell

On or about March 22, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Michael Charles Cowell did
possesses, manufacture, transport, or store an explosive device or incendiary device in violation of
609.668.
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

 

Lieutenant Dave Karge, a licensed peace officer in the State of Minnesota, currently employed by the Blue
Earth County Sheriff's Office, reports that on March 22, 2016, at approximately 3:30 p.m., he along with
Deputy Wolfe, assisted Probation Officer Tobi Baker on a home visit, in the City of Garden City, located in
Blue Earth County, Minnesota. 

Baker was attempting to make contact with Michael Cowell at his residence as Cowell was currently under
Baker's supervisor as a probationer. 

Karge reports as he approached the property he was met by a male identified as Witness1. Witness1
indicated he lived at the residence and was also the fiance of Michael Cowell's mother. 

He further told Baker and Karge that Cowell was not home, and that he did not know where he was and did
not have any contact number for him. 

Baker stated she had some concerns about Cowell and that Law Enforcement was there to check on him
and asked if officers could see where he was living. Witness1 then lead the deputies and Baker to the
basement level of the residence. Witness1 then told the deputies and Baker that everything in that area
was Cowell's and that he comes home usually around 3:00 in the morning and adds more stuff to his
collection to things in the basement. 

Karge notes the entire basement was filled with collectible things and that one had to be careful walking
around and had to slide things out of the way in order to not step on things. Probation Officer Baker, Deputy
Wolfe, and Karge looked around the basement area. 

Wolfe entered the room directly at the base of the stairs and observed, on a shelf, several pellet guns, a
muzzleloader, a .22 caliber handgun, several military collectibles, and a military grenade later identified as
a live 'Red Devil' Italian mortar round. 

The mortar round was removed from the property and later destroyed by the Bloomington Bomb Squad on
the north edge of the city.
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SIGNATURES AND APPROVALS

Complainant requests that Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release, be:
(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained, if already in custody, pending further proceedings; and that said Defendant otherwise
be dealt with according to law.

Complainant declares under penalty of perjury that everything stated in this document is true and
correct. Minn. Stat. § 358.116; Minn. R. Crim. P. 2.01, subds. 1, 2.

Complainant Richard Murry Electronically Signed:
04/04/2016 08:56 AM
Blue Earth County,  MN

Captain
401 Carver Rd
Mankato, MN 56002-0228
Badge: 2708

Being authorized to prosecute the offenses charged, I approve this complaint.

Prosecuting Attorney Electronically Signed:
03/31/2016 12:25 PM

Christopher Rovney
401 Carver Road
PO Box 3129
Mankato, MN 56002
(507) 304-4600
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FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE
From the above sworn facts, and any supporting affidavits or supplemental sworn testimony, I, the Issuing Officer, have

determined that probable cause exists to support, subject to bail or conditions of release where applicable, Defendant’s arrest

or other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court, or Defendant’s detention, if already in custody,

pending further proceedings. Defendant is therefore charged with the above-stated offense(s).

SUMMONS

THEREFORE YOU, THE DEFENDANT, ARE SUMMONED to appear on ________ ___, _____ at _____ AM/PM
before the above-named court at 401 Carver Rd, Mankato, MN 56002-0347 to answer this complaint.

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued.

WARRANTX
To the Sheriff of the above-named county; or other person authorized to execute this warrant: I order, in the name of the State

of Minnesota, that the Defendant be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before the court (if in

session), and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such court without unnecessary delay, and in any event not later than

36 hours after the arrest or as soon as such Judge or Judicial Officer is available to be dealt with according to law.

Execute in MN Only Execute Nationwide Execute in Border StatesX

ORDER OF DETENTION

Since the Defendant is already in custody, I order, subject to bail or conditions of release, that the Defendant continue to be
detained pending further proceedings.

Bail:  $
Conditions of Release:  

This complaint, duly subscribed and sworn to or signed under penalty of perjury, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer
as of the following date: April 4, 2016.

Judicial Officer Krista J Jass
Judge of District Court

Electronically Signed: 04/04/2016 11:27 AM

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:
 

COUNTY OF BLUE EARTH
STATE OF MINNESOTA

State of Minnesota
Plaintiff

vs.

MICHAEL CHARLES COWELL
Defendant

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER RETURN OF SERVICE
I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this Warrant

upon the Defendant herein named.

Signature of Authorized Service Agent:
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