
State of Minnesota District Court
County of Blue Earth 5th Judicial District

BEC-16-1270Prosecutor File No.
07-CR-16-3105Court File No.

State of Minnesota, COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Order of Detention

vs.

JAMES MICHAEL LEECH    DOB: 07/11/1974

unknown
North Mankato, MN 56003

Defendant.

The Complainant submits this complaint to the Court and states that there is probable cause to believe
Defendant committed the following offense(s):

COUNT I

Charge: Predatory Offender-Knowingly Violates Registration Req. or Intentionally Provides False
Information
Minnesota Statute: 243.166.5(a), with reference to:  243.166.5(c)
Maximum Sentence: not less than 2 years nor more than 5 years and/or $10,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 08/05/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16023265

Charge Description: James Michael Leech Also Known As James Arnold Ballanger, Jamie Leechm,
James Arnold Leech, Jamie Leech, James Michael Leech, Jr And Monkey

On or about August 5, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, James Michael Leech, did, as a
person required to register under section 243.166, knowingly violated any of its provisions or intentionally
provided false information to a corrections agent, law enforcement authority, or the bureau; and has
previously been convicted of or adjudicated delinquent for violating this section or a similar statute of
another state or the United States.

COUNT II

Charge: Drugs - 5th Degree - Possess Schedule 1,2,3,4 - Not Small Amount Marijuana
Minnesota Statute: 152.025.2(1), with reference to:  152.025.4(a)
Maximum Sentence: 1 year and/or $3,000
Offense Level: Gross Misdemeanor

Offense Date (on or about): 08/05/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16023265
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Charge Description: James Michael Leech Also Known As James Arnold Ballanger, Jamie Leechm,
James Arnold Leech, Jamie Leech, James Michael Leech, Jr And Monkey

On or about August 5, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, James Michael Leech did
unlawfully possess one or more mixtures containing heroin and the weight of the substance is less than
.05 grams and the person has not been previously convicted of a violation of Chapter 152.
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

 

Mankato Department of Public Safety Police Officer Rob Sadusky states that on August 5, 2016, at
approximately 10:49 p.m., he was dispatched to a pet hospital in the City of Mankato regarding a
suspicious circumstance. Witness 1 had contacted her supervisor, Witness 2 about two suspicious males
who appeared to be under the influence of controlled substances that were asking for pain medications for
their dog. Information revealed that the dog appeared to be in good health and Witness 1 became afraid
for her safety, so she called Witness 2 from another room and he called 911 to report the incident. While en
route to the location, the dispatcher advised that the males were driving a black 4-door passenger car. 

When Officer Sadusky arrived, he observed a Chrysler 300 vehicle parked near the front entrance and a
white male, subsequently identified as Paxton John Hofmeyer, was walking into the front entrance. Officer
Sadusky followed Hofmeyer into the lobby and he sat on a bench at the request of Officer Sadusky.
Hofmeyer appeared to be under the influence of stimulants, as Officer Sadusky noted he was restless and
moving constantly. In addition, he appeared agitated, spoke quickly and loudly, and was sweating profusely.
Another male, subsequently identified as James Michael Leech, Jr., walked into the lobby from another
room. A medium size gray and black dog walked out of the room where Leech had come from and walked
into the lobby. Hofmeyer identified the dog as belonging to him. 

A short time later, Officer Waterstreet and Officer Ellis arrived and dealt with Hofmeyer and Leech as
Officer Sadusky spoke with the witnesses. Witness 1 stated she had received a call requesting emergency
veterinary services for a dog and met Hofmeyer and Leech at the hospital. She immediately became
concerned about their demeanors and believed they were under the influence of a controlled substance.
Hofmeyer was described as agitated, excited, and sweating profusely. He was very impatient about the
speed with which she was providing care for his dog and at one point started throwing money in her
direction. Leech appeared unusually calm. Witness 1 examined the dog, which appeared to agitate
Hofmeyer's conduct. She advised him that she did not find anything wrong with the dog and he asked for
pain medications for the dog. She became concerned for her safety and believed that Hofmeyer and
Leech were addicts using the dog in attempt to obtain controlled substances. She made an excuse to go
into another room and called Witness 2. 

Officer Waterstreet reported he found suspected methamphetamine paraphernalia in a backpack in the
trunk of the vehicle. He found two used clear glass smoking pipes, which contained a white residue. Officer
Sadusky immediately recognized the pipes as used to ingest methamphetamine and field tested the
mouthpiece of one of the pipes, which was positive for the presence of methamphetamine. Hofmeyer
denied having possession of the backpack or the pipes. He admitted he had used amphetamines about a
month before but denying using a controlled substance that day. Leech admitted to assisting Hofmeyer with
bringing the dog to the clinic. He stated he removed the backpack from the backseat and placed it in the
trunk to make room for the dog. He denied having possession of the backpack and the suspected
methamphetamine. Leech stated he suspected that Hofmeyer was under the influence of
methamphetamine. 

Officer Sadusky subsequently spoke to the registered owner of the vehicle, who was in the Nicollet County
jail. He stated Hofmeyer lived with him and had allowed him to use the vehicle in the past. He stated that he
saw Leech in possession of a similar backpack in the past. 

Officer Sadusky reported that Officer Ellis learned that Leech is a registered offender. She reported Leech
moved to an address in the Colony Court apartments in North Mankato without providing the required
notification. Leech has prior Predatory Offender convictions as is set forth in Court File Numbers: 74-CR-
06-241; 07-CR-07-2393; and 40-CR-08-1216.
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SIGNATURES AND APPROVALS

Complainant requests that Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release, be:
(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained, if already in custody, pending further proceedings; and that said Defendant otherwise
be dealt with according to law.

Complainant declares under penalty of perjury that everything stated in this document is true and
correct. Minn. Stat. § 358.116; Minn. R. Crim. P. 2.01, subds. 1, 2.

Complainant Daniel Schisel Electronically Signed:
08/08/2016 09:34 AM
Blue Earth County,  Minnesota

Police Commander
710 S Front St
Mankato, MN 56001-3803
Badge: 3135

Being authorized to prosecute the offenses charged, I approve this complaint.

Prosecuting Attorney Electronically Signed:
08/08/2016 09:27 AM

Patrick R. McDermott
Assistant Blue Earth County
Attorney
401 Carver Road
PO Box 3129
Mankato, MN 56002
(507) 304-4600
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FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE
From the above sworn facts, and any supporting affidavits or supplemental sworn testimony, I, the Issuing Officer, have

determined that probable cause exists to support, subject to bail or conditions of release where applicable, Defendant’s arrest

or other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court, or Defendant’s detention, if already in custody,

pending further proceedings. Defendant is therefore charged with the above-stated offense(s).

SUMMONS

THEREFORE YOU, THE DEFENDANT, ARE SUMMONED to appear on ________ ___, _____ at _____ AM/PM
before the above-named court at 401 Carver Rd, Mankato, MN 56002-0347 to answer this complaint.

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued.

WARRANT

To the Sheriff of the above-named county; or other person authorized to execute this warrant: I order, in the name of the State

of Minnesota, that the Defendant be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before the court (if in

session), and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such court without unnecessary delay, and in any event not later than

36 hours after the arrest or as soon as such Judge or Judicial Officer is available to be dealt with according to law.

Execute in MN Only Execute Nationwide Execute in Border States

ORDER OF DETENTIONX
Since the Defendant is already in custody, I order, subject to bail or conditions of release, that the Defendant continue to be
detained pending further proceedings.

Bail:  $
Conditions of Release:  

This complaint, duly subscribed and sworn to or signed under penalty of perjury, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer
as of the following date: August 8, 2016.

Judicial Officer Kurt D Johnson
District Court Judge

Electronically Signed: 08/08/2016 10:16 AM

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:
 

COUNTY OF BLUE EARTH
STATE OF MINNESOTA

State of Minnesota
Plaintiff

vs.

JAMES MICHAEL LEECH
Defendant

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER RETURN OF SERVICE
I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this Order of

Detention upon the Defendant herein named.

Signature of Authorized Service Agent:
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