
State of Minnesota District Court
County of Blue Earth 5th Judicial District

BEC-16-0148Prosecutor File No.
07-CR-16-399Court File No.

State of Minnesota, COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Order of Detention

vs.

WALTER FRANK BAKER III    DOB: 07/06/1963

23732 583rd Avenue
Mankato, MN 56001

Defendant.

The Complainant submits this complaint to the Court and states that there is probable cause to believe
Defendant committed the following offense(s):

COUNT I

Charge: Assault-2nd Degree-Dangerous Weapon
Minnesota Statute: 609.222.1
Maximum Sentence: 7 years and/or $14,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 01/30/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16001246

Charge Description: Walter Frank Baker, III

On or about January 30, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Walter Frank Baker, III did,
assault another with a dangerous weapon.

COUNT II

Charge: Domestic Assault-GM-Subsequent Violation
Minnesota Statute: 609.2242.2
Maximum Sentence: 1 year and/or $3,000
Offense Level: Gross Misdemeanor

Offense Date (on or about): 01/30/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16001246

Charge Description: Walter Frank Baker, III

On or about January 30, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Walter Frank Baker, III did,
against a family or household member, as defined in M.S.A. 518B.01 Subd. 2, commit an act with intent to
cause fear in another of immediate bodily harm or death and has a previous qualified domestic
violence-related offense conviction or an adjudication of delinquency within ten years following discharge
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from sentence or disposition for that offense.

COUNT III

Charge: Domestic Assault-GM-Subsequent Violation
Minnesota Statute: 609.2242.2
Maximum Sentence: 1 year and/or $3,000
Offense Level: Gross Misdemeanor

Offense Date (on or about): 01/30/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16001246

Charge Description: Walter Frank Baker, III

On or about January 30, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Walter Frank Baker, III did,
against a family or household member, as defined in M.S.A. 518B.01 Subd. 2, intentionally inflicted or
attempted to inflict bodily harm upon another and has a previous qualified domestic violence-related
offense conviction or an adjudication of delinquency within ten years following discharge from sentence or
disposition for that offense.
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

 

Deputy Joe Flavin, a licensed peace officer in the State of Minnesota, currently employed by the Blue Earth
County Sheriff's Office, reports that on January 30, 2016, at approximately 10:24 p.m., he was dispatched
to a rural location in Mankato Township, Blue Earth County, regarding a domestic abuse call for service. 

Flavin reports that he learned that an individual identified as Adult 1 had called 911 to report that her
mother, identified as Victim 1, and her mother's boyfriend, identified as Walter Frank Baker III, were
fighting. Adult 1 stated she could hear the individuals fighting over the phone and that Baker had hit Victim
1 in the head. 

Flavin reports he arrived on scene and observed lights on inside the house as well as the detached
garage. Prior to his arrival, Lieutenant Adams advised Flavin that the parties may be in the detached
garage as they had been on previous calls for service at that residence. 

Flavin reports he then was able to locate an individual he believed to be Victim 1 in the residence;
however, upon further searching, he located Walter Baker in the garage seated, looking out a window as if
he were expecting someone to arrive. 

Flavin then knocked on the access door to the detached garage and Baker hollered for Deputy Flavin to
come into the garage. 

Flavin then spoke with Baker who told him that Victim 1 had been drinking all day and had been stealing
his pain medication. Baker further reported that they had gotten into an argument, started by Victim 1; and
while they were in the kitchen, she threw a pan of pork chops and rice at him. Baker reports he held up his
arm to deflect the pan; and it fell to the ground, causing the pork chops and rice to get all over the kitchen
floor. 

Flavin then had Baker take a seat in the back of Flavin's squad car for officer's safety purposes. 

Flavin then walked to the residence and had contact with Victim 1. Flavin noted that Victim 1 was visibly
distraught over the incident and appeared to have been recently crying. Victim 1 informed Flavin that Baker
had thrown a glass pan full of rice and pork chops at her head. The glass pan struck her and caused a
'goose egg' to form on her forehead. Victim 1 then pulled back the bangs that were covering her forehead,
and Flavin observed a golf ball-size goose egg located in the upper right side of Victim 1's head. Flavin
also observed bruising and discoloration in the center of the injury. Flavin notes it looked as though it would
have been caused by direct impact with a hard object. 

Victim 1 stated that the glass pan that was thrown at her had caused the injury. Flavin also observed a
partially empty glass pan of rice on the kitchen table, surrounded by rice and pork chops. On the kitchen
floor was more rice and pork chops from the glass pan. 

Flavin then spoke with Victim 1 who indicated that she had bought Baker liquor which included two cases
of beer and a bottle of E&J brandy. Victim 1 stated she had been drinking since 1:00 p.m. that day and
Baker started drinking later in the evening. 

Victim 1 reports earlier that evening Baker had been yelling at her. Additionally, Victim 1 stated that prior to
the glass pan being thrown at her there had been an earlier incident. Victim 1 reports Baker pushed her
into the snow approximately 30 minutes before the assault with the glass pan. Victim 1 reports while she
was in the snow, Baker dumped E&J brandy over her head. Victim 1 reports that she then changed her
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clothes because she did not want to smell like liquor. 

Victim 1 further reports that Baker also gave her a bloody nose. Flavin noted there was blood located on
the runner, just outside of the kitchen from that incident. Flavin notes, however, he did not observe dry blood
in either nostril, but did observe a small cut at the base of the nose between both nostrils. 

Flavin further reports that deputies observed in the area where Baker had pushed Victim 1 into the
snowbank, there was a disturbance in the snow that looked as if it were caused by someone falling into it.
Flavin further notes that next to the sidewalk in that area was a bottle cap that appeared as though it was
from an E&J brandy bottle. Flavin notes the E&J brandy bottle was observed in the garage next to the
garbage can and the wall. 

Flavin reports a review of Baker's criminal history reveals a prior qualified domestic violence-related
offense conviction; specifically, Baker was convicted of a harassment restraining order violation as
reflected in Brown County Court File No. 08-VB-07-569. Baker was sentenced for that offense on June 19,
2007.
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SIGNATURES AND APPROVALS

Complainant requests that Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release, be:
(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained, if already in custody, pending further proceedings; and that said Defendant otherwise
be dealt with according to law.

Complainant declares under penalty of perjury that everything stated in this document is true and
correct. Minn. Stat. § 358.116; Minn. R. Crim. P. 2.01, subds. 1, 2.

Complainant Paul Barta Electronically Signed:
02/01/2016 01:05 PM
Blue Earth County,  Minnesota

Lieutenant
401 Carver Rd
Mankato, MN 56002-0228
Badge: 2721

Being authorized to prosecute the offenses charged, I approve this complaint.

Prosecuting Attorney Electronically Signed:
02/01/2016 11:54 AM

Christopher Rovney
401 Carver Road
PO Box 3129
Mankato, MN 56002
(507) 304-4600

5



FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE
From the above sworn facts, and any supporting affidavits or supplemental sworn testimony, I, the Issuing Officer, have

determined that probable cause exists to support, subject to bail or conditions of release where applicable, Defendant’s arrest

or other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court, or Defendant’s detention, if already in custody,

pending further proceedings. Defendant is therefore charged with the above-stated offense(s).

SUMMONS

THEREFORE YOU, THE DEFENDANT, ARE SUMMONED to appear on ________ ___, _____ at _____ AM/PM
before the above-named court at 401 Carver Rd, Mankato, MN 56002-0347 to answer this complaint.

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued.

WARRANT

To the Sheriff of the above-named county; or other person authorized to execute this warrant: I order, in the name of the State

of Minnesota, that the Defendant be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before the court (if in

session), and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such court without unnecessary delay, and in any event not later than

36 hours after the arrest or as soon as such Judge or Judicial Officer is available to be dealt with according to law.

Execute in MN Only Execute Nationwide Execute in Border States

ORDER OF DETENTIONX
Since the Defendant is already in custody, I order, subject to bail or conditions of release, that the Defendant continue to be
detained pending further proceedings.

Bail:  $
Conditions of Release:  

This complaint, duly subscribed and sworn to or signed under penalty of perjury, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer
as of the following date: February 1, 2016.

Judicial Officer Bradley C Walker
District Court Judge

Electronically Signed: 02/01/2016 02:10 PM

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:
 

COUNTY OF BLUE EARTH
STATE OF MINNESOTA

State of Minnesota
Plaintiff

vs.

WALTER FRANK BAKER III
Defendant

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER RETURN OF SERVICE
I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this Order of

Detention upon the Defendant herein named.

Signature of Authorized Service Agent:
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