
State of Minnesota District Court
County of Blue Earth 5th Judicial District

BEC-16-1277Prosecutor File No.
07-CR-16-3488Court File No.

State of Minnesota, COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Summons

vs.

CORTNEY ANN LANGFORD    DOB: 07/31/1991

13452 330th AVE
Winnebago, MN 56098

Defendant.

The Complainant submits this complaint to the Court and states that there is probable cause to believe
Defendant committed the following offense(s):

COUNT I

Charge: Drugs - 5th Degree - Possess Schedule 1,2,3,4 - Not Small Amount Marijuana
Minnesota Statute: 152.025.2(1), with reference to:  152.025.4(b)
Maximum Sentence: 5 years and/or $10,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 08/05/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16201540

Charge Description: Cortney Ann Langford

On or about August 5, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Cortney Ann Langford did
unlawfully possess one or more mixtures containing a controlled substance classified in schedule I, II, III,
or IV, except heroin or a small amount of marijuana and the person possess more than one dosage unit if
the substance is packaged in dosage units.

COUNT II

Charge: Drugs - 5th Degree - Possess Schedule 1,2,3,4 - Not Small Amount Marijuana
Minnesota Statute: 152.025.2(1), with reference to:  152.025.4(b)
Maximum Sentence: 5 years and/or $10,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 08/05/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16201540

Charge Description: Cortney Ann Langford

On or about August 5, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Cortney Ann Langford did
unlawfully possess one or more mixtures containing a controlled substance classified in schedule I, II, III,
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or IV, except a small amount of marijuana and the person has been previously convicted of a violation of
Chapter 152.

COUNT III

Charge: Giving Peace Officer False Name-of Another Person
Minnesota Statute: 609.506.2
Maximum Sentence: 1 year and/or $3,000
Offense Level: Gross Misdemeanor

Offense Date (on or about): 08/05/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16201540

Charge Description: Cortney Ann Langford

On or about August 5, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Cortney Ann Langford did, with
intent to obstruct justice, give the name and date of birth of another person to a peace officer when that
officer makes inquiries incident to a lawful investigatory stop or lawful arrest, or inquiries incident to
executing any other duty imposed by law.

COUNT IV

Charge: Dangerous Weapons-Metal Knuckles/Switch Blade
Minnesota Statute: 609.66.1(a)(4)
Maximum Sentence: 90 days and/or $1,000
Offense Level: Misdemeanor

Offense Date (on or about): 08/05/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16201540

Charge Description: Cortney Ann Langford

On or about August 5, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Cortney Ann Langford did
manufacture, transfer, or possess metal knuckles or a switch blade knife opening automatically.

COUNT V

Charge: Traffic-Drivers License-Driving After Suspension
Minnesota Statute: 171.24.1
Maximum Sentence: 90 days and/or $1,000
Offense Level: Misdemeanor

Offense Date (on or about): 08/05/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16201540

Charge Description: Cortney Ann Langford

On or about August 5, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Cortney Ann Langford did after
being given notice, or reasonably should have known of the suspension, disobeyed the order by operating
in this state any motor vehicle, the operation of which requires a driver's license, while her/his license or
privilege was suspended.
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

 

On August 5, 2016, at approximately 10:29 p.m., Trooper Mills of the Minnesota State Patrol observed a
red Chevrolet Tahoe traveling in the right eastbound lane of U.S. Highway 14 in the County of Blue Earth.
Trooper Mills noted that the vehicle displayed a white light to the rear that appeared to be wired onto the
back bumper. Trooper Mills saw that the light was shining straight back at traffic in violation of Minnesota
statute. Trooper Mills also observed that the vehicle had a large metal receiver hitch that blocked the view
of some of the characters on the license plate. The receiver hitch made the plate difficult for Trooper Mills to
read while following the vehicle at night. The vehicle made a right turn on to the off ramp to Third Avenue
and proceeded southbound on Third Avenue. Trooper Mills activated his squad's emergency lights and
stopped the vehicle. 

Trooper Mills approached the driver's side and spoke to the female driver. Trooper Mills immediately could
tell she was extremely nervous and appeared to be sweating. Trooper Mills advised the driver for the
reason of the stop, at which time a male passenger in the rear seat stated it was rusted on and you would
have to cut it off. Trooper Mills noted that the male was seated behind the female and the front passenger
seat was open with no one else in the vehicle. The female stated she did not have a driver's license with
her. Trooper Mills asked the male passenger if he has a driver's license as the male passenger was not
wearing a seatbelt. The male indicated that he did not have any identification either. 

Trooper Mills had the female exit the vehicle and stand at the front of his patrol car. Trooper Mills then
spoke with the male passenger who identified himself to Trooper Mills. The male advised that the female
driver picked the male up at the Budget Host Hotel where he was visiting a friend. Trooper Mills observed a
backpack setting on the rear seat and a bag of female toiletry items setting on the rear seat. Trooper Mills
had the female driver sit in the front of Trooper Mills' patrol vehicle while Trooper Mills completed the
paperwork for the traffic stop. The female stated she did not have a license and verbally provided the name
and date of birth of a real person. Information on the name and date of birth the female provided indicate
that person was valid. Trooper Mills noted that the female driver was looking straight forward and continued
to show signs of excessive nervousness. Trooper Mills pulled up the photo associated with the name the
female had provided and noticed that the nose and facial structure of the female driver did not match with
the photo. Trooper Mills asked the female to tell Trooper Mills the female's real name. The female then
provided the name of Cortney Ann Langford, D.O.B. 07/31/1991. Trooper Mills learned that Langford had
suspended driving privileges and two active warrants out of Faribault County. Langford indicated she did
not have any money to bail out. Trooper Mills spoke briefly with Langford about the male passenger's
identity and where they had been coming from and going to. 

While interacting with Langford, Trooper Mills noticed that Langford's pulse was visible in her stomach and
her eyes were very red and bloodshot. Trooper Mills noted that Langford had numerous sores on her body
and appeared very sweaty. Trooper Mills suspected drug use, specifically methamphetamine. Trooper Mills
had Langford open her mouth and observed heat bumps on the back of Langford's tongue, which is
commonly associated with smoking drugs with a pipe. Langford denied using any drugs. Langford stated
she has anxiety when asked why she was so nervous but that she was not on any medications. 

Deputy Wolfe and his canine partner, Bear, arrived to assist with the stop. Deputy Wolfe deployed Bear
around the exterior of the vehicle and advised Trooper Mills that Bear alerted to drug odor and a search
was necessary. The owner of the vehicle, an adult female, arrived on scene and spoke with Trooper Mills.
The owner of the vehicle indicated that she was sleeping when the others took the vehicle. The owner of the
vehicle provided officers consent to search it. During a search of the vehicle, the following items were
recovered: a glass pipe with suspected methamphetamine residue inside, a sock under the rear seat;
three Hydrocodone pills (a Schedule II controlled substance) rolled up in a piece of paper that appeared to
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be a drug ledger with numbers on it indicating what was owed between two people located in backpack
apparently belonging to Langford; two small plastic baggies with a small amount of suspected
methamphetamine located in a purse with Langford's driver's license and other items with her name on it
(this item later field-tested positive for methamphetamine); a pen tube with white residue in Langford's
purse, a butane lighter in Langford's purse; and brass knuckles in Langford's purse. 

Trooper Mills asked Langford about the items located in her belongings, and Langford denied any
knowledge. Trooper Mills asked Langford if she had a prescription for the pills in the rolled-up paper, and
Langford stated she did not. Langford was handcuffed and placed under arrest. 

A review of Langford's criminal history reveals an April 23, 2015 conviction for Possession of Drug
Paraphernalia as set forth in court file no.: 07-CR-14-1812.
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SIGNATURES AND APPROVALS

Complainant requests that Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release, be:
(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained, if already in custody, pending further proceedings; and that said Defendant otherwise
be dealt with according to law.

Complainant declares under penalty of perjury that everything stated in this document is true and
correct. Minn. Stat. § 358.116; Minn. R. Crim. P. 2.01, subds. 1, 2.

Complainant Dan Anderson Electronically Signed:
09/01/2016 09:53 AM
Blue Earth County,  Minnesota

State Trooper
2171 Bassett Drive
Mankato, MN 56001-6888
Badge: 31

Being authorized to prosecute the offenses charged, I approve this complaint.

Prosecuting Attorney Electronically Signed:
08/29/2016 04:07 PM

Ryan S. Hansch
401 Carver Road
PO Box 3129
Mankato, MN 56002
(507) 304-4600
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FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE
From the above sworn facts, and any supporting affidavits or supplemental sworn testimony, I, the Issuing Officer, have

determined that probable cause exists to support, subject to bail or conditions of release where applicable, Defendant’s arrest

or other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court, or Defendant’s detention, if already in custody,

pending further proceedings. Defendant is therefore charged with the above-stated offense(s).

SUMMONSX
THEREFORE YOU, THE DEFENDANT, ARE SUMMONED to appear on September 29, 2016 at 8:15 AM before
the above-named court at 401 Carver Rd, Mankato, MN 56002-0347 to answer this complaint.

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued.

WARRANT

To the Sheriff of the above-named county; or other person authorized to execute this warrant: I order, in the name of the State

of Minnesota, that the Defendant be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before the court (if in

session), and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such court without unnecessary delay, and in any event not later than

36 hours after the arrest or as soon as such Judge or Judicial Officer is available to be dealt with according to law.

Execute in MN Only Execute Nationwide Execute in Border States

ORDER OF DETENTION

Since the Defendant is already in custody, I order, subject to bail or conditions of release, that the Defendant continue to be
detained pending further proceedings.

Bail:  $
Conditions of Release:  

This complaint, duly subscribed and sworn to or signed under penalty of perjury, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer
as of the following date: September 1, 2016.

Judicial Officer Robert Birnbaum
District Court Judge

Electronically Signed: 09/01/2016 11:54 AM

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:
 

COUNTY OF BLUE EARTH
STATE OF MINNESOTA

State of Minnesota
Plaintiff

vs.

CORTNEY ANN LANGFORD
Defendant

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER RETURN OF SERVICE
I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this

Summons upon the Defendant herein named.

Signature of Authorized Service Agent:

6


