
State of Minnesota District Court
County of Blue Earth 5th Judicial District

BEC-15-1546Prosecutor File No.
07-CR-15-4519Court File No.

State of Minnesota, COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Order of Detention

vs.

ROBERT BRUCE SPROLES    DOB: 07/29/1988

1700 Freeman Dr #53
Saint Peter, MN 56082

Defendant.

The Complainant submits this complaint to the Court and states that there is probable cause to believe
Defendant committed the following offense(s):

COUNT I

Charge: Drugs - 1st Degree - Sale - 10 Grams or More-Cocaine/Heroin/Meth w/in 90-Day Period
Minnesota Statute: 152.021.1(1), with reference to:  152.021.3(a)
Maximum Sentence: 30 years and/or $1,000,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 11/04/2015

Control #(ICR#): 15014706

Charge Description: Robert Bruce Sproles Also Known As Robert Bruce Sproles

On or about November 4, 2015, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Robert Bruce Sproles did,
within a 90-day period, unlawfully sell one or more mixtures of a total weight of ten grams or more
containing cocaine, heroin, or methamphetamine.

COUNT II

Charge: Drugs - 2nd Degree - Possess 6 Grams or More Cocaine/Heroin/Meth
Minnesota Statute: 152.022.2(a)(1), with reference to:  152.022.3(a)
Maximum Sentence: 25 years and/or $500,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 11/04/2015

Control #(ICR#): 15014706

Charge Description: Robert Bruce Sproles Also Known As Robert Bruce Sproles

On or about November 4, 2015, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Robert Bruce Sproles, did
unlawfully possesses one or more mixtures of a total weight of six grams or more containing cocaine,
heroin or methamphetamine.
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COUNT III

Charge: Traffic - DWI - Operate Motor Vehicle Under Infl of Any Amount Schedule I/II Drugs - Not
Marijuana
Minnesota Statute: 169A.20.1(7), with reference to:  169A.24.2
Maximum Sentence: 7 years and/or $14,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 11/04/2015

Control #(ICR#): 15014706

Charge Description: Robert Bruce Sproles Also Known As Robert Bruce Sproles

On or about November 4, 2015 in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Robert Bruce Sproles did,
drive, operate, or was in physical control of any motor vehicle when the person's body contained any
amount of a controlled substance listed in Schedule I or II, or its metabolite, other than marijuana or
tetrahydrocannabinols; and the violation was committed within ten years of the first of three or more
qualified driving incidents or he/she has previously been convicted of felony D.W.I.

COUNT IV

Charge: Fleeing a Peace Officer in a Motor Vehicle
Minnesota Statute: 609.487.3
Maximum Sentence: 3 years and 1 day and/or $5,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 11/04/2015

Control #(ICR#): 15014706

Charge Description: Robert Bruce Sproles Also Known As Robert Bruce Sproles

On or about November 4, 2015, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Robert Bruce Sproles, did,
by means of a motor vehicle, flee or attempted to flee a peace officer who is acting in the lawful discharge
of an official duty, and the perpetrator knows or should reasonably know the same to be a peace officer.

COUNT V

Charge: Traffic-DL-Driving after cancellation-inimical to public safety
Minnesota Statute: 171.24.5
Maximum Sentence: 1 year and/or $3,000
Offense Level: Gross Misdemeanor

Offense Date (on or about): 11/04/2015

Control #(ICR#): 15014706

Charge Description: Robert Bruce Sproles Also Known As Robert Bruce Sproles

On or about November 4, 2015, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Robert Bruce Sproles did
after being given notice, or reasonably should have known of the cancellation, disobeyed the order by
operating in this state any motor vehicle, the operation of which requires a driver's license, while her/his
license or privilege was cancelled; and the Commissioner of the Department of Public Safety has
determined that the operation of a motor vehicle on the highways by the person would be inimical to the
public safety or welfare.
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

 

On November 4, 2015, at approximately 12:24 a.m., Deputy Brian Martin with the Blue Earth County
Sheriff's Office was on patrol in a fully-marked squad car traveling south on County Road 12 near the
Mankato Airport in Blue Earth County. Deputy Martin observed a vehicle traveling south far behind him
rapidly catching up to his squad. He activated his rear radar, same lane mode, and initially clocked the
vehicle at 89 miles per hour in a 55-mile-per-hour zone. Deputy Martin continued to receive climbing
vehicle speeds at 103 miles per hour and as high as 105 miles per hour. 

Once the vehicle got closer Deputy Martin quickly applied his brakes and pulled into a driveway on the west
side of the road to wait for the vehicle to pass. The vehicle also quickly slowed and turned into a field
driveway just prior to Deputy Martin's location. Deputy Martin next activated emergency lights and turned
around. The vehicle then proceeded west into a corn field, accelerating rapidly. The vehicle then abruptly
stopped. Deputy Martin was able to slide to a stop in the muddy field and exited his squad. He ordered the
driver and the passengers to exit the vehicle, and they complied. 

The driver was later identified by Minnesota ID as Robert Bruce Sproles, the defendant herein. Deputy
Scott O'Brien, also of the Blue Earth County Sheriff's Office, assisted as well as Officers Christopher Arkell
and Jake Green of the Mankato Department of Public Safety. Deputy O'Brien advised that he had
observed the same vehicle, which was a 2013 silver Nissan Altima, near the Marysburg Church. After
running the plate, he had discovered that the registered owner was revoked; and the license plates were
impounded for alcohol. The vehicle also had a broken taillight. Deputy O'Brien lost sight of the vehicle until
he heard that Deputy Martin was in pursuit. It appeared to Deputy Martin that Sproles was probably
traveling at such an extreme speed in an attempt to evade being relocated by Deputy O'Brien. 

Officers searched the vehicle and located a retractable keychain on the driver's seat that had a silver
cylinder container attached to it. Deputy Martin opened the container and observed a white residue inside.
Based on his prior experience, Deputy Martin determined the substance appeared to be a narcotic.
Additionally, Officer Arkell located a black zipper bag on the front passenger floorboard. Upon opening the
bag, officers located a digital scale with white residue on it. Also located were small, clear gem-style
plastic bags as well as other clear plastic bags. After opening one of the bags, officers observed a large
amount of a white substance. Deputy Martin immediately suspected it was methamphetamine or cocaine.
There were also other bags that appeared to contain marijuana. Deputy Martin did not inspect the
substances further at the scene due to it being windy and not wanting to lose potential evidence. Also in the
black zipper bag was a scale with white residue on it. 

Located inside the glovebox was a bottle of synthetic urine. Deputy Martin recognized the item as those
that illegal drug users use to pass UA's. Officer Green advised that one of the passengers had admitted to
using possibly cocaine, although it did not taste like cocaine according to the passenger. Officer Green
advised that Sproles was at the same party where the passenger admitted to using narcotics. Officer
Green advised that the passenger stated that when Sproles saw the emergency lights, he freaked out and
quickly drove into the field. It should be noted that this passenger admitted to using narcotics and appeared
severely impaired, which was consistent with her statement that the parties had been using narcotics
earlier in the day. A rear back-seat passenger claimed that he had been sleeping and was unaware of what
had happened. This passenger's story of being asleep was unbelievable because, when Deputy Martin
stopped the vehicle, he was sitting straight up in the left rear seat, clearly visible in the squad video. 

Deputy Martin spoke with Sproles after reading him Miranda. Sproles advised everything that was located
in the passenger compartment was his. He advised that anything in the trunk was not his, however. When
asked specifically by Deputy Martin if the black zipper bag was his, Sproles stated that it was. Deputy
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Martin showed him the black zipper bag, and Sproles confirmed that it was his. Deputy Martin's next
questioned Sproles about his use of controlled substances. Sproles was advised that one of the
passengers had already told deputies that they were all using cocaine. 

Deputy Martin removed the contents of the black zipper bag and the clear plastic bag were located two
additional bags that contained a white, crystalline substance that appeared to be methamphetamine. There
were also two bags that contained a green, leafy plant material that appeared to be marijuana. Deputy
Martin tested some of the substance from one of the suspected methamphetamine bags. The substance
tested was from the bag containing the small amount of material. The substance field tested positive for
methamphetamine Officer Arkell indicated the swab from the cylinder on the keychain also tested positive
for methamphetamine. 

Deputy Martin next weighed the large bag of suspected methamphetamine on a non-certified digital scale.
It weighed 13.6 grams, including the plastic bag. Deputy Martin drafted a warrant to obtain a blood draw
from Sproles. The warrant was signed, and officers escorted Sproles to the hospital where a blood draw
was obtained. After obtaining the blood samples, Sproles was transported back to the jail. 

A check of Sproles' driver's status showed that he is currently canceled IPS, and he has an 'any use of
alcohol or drugs invalidates license' restriction as well as an ignition interlock required restriction. Sproles
admitted to using drugs and that the vehicle was not equipped with ignition interlock. 

Sproles has three prior DWI convictions within the ten-year look-back window, including the following:
10/26/2007, 5/19/2011, and 6/30/2011.
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SIGNATURES AND APPROVALS

Complainant requests that Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release, be:
(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained, if already in custody, pending further proceedings; and that said Defendant otherwise
be dealt with according to law.

Complainant declares under penalty of perjury that everything stated in this document is true and
correct. Minn. Stat. § 358.116; Minn. R. Crim. P. 2.01, subds. 1, 2.

Complainant Richard Murry Electronically Signed:
11/05/2015 11:37 AM
Blue Earth County,  MN

Captain
401 Carver Rd
Mankato, MN 56002-0228
Badge: 2708

Being authorized to prosecute the offenses charged, I approve this complaint.

Prosecuting Attorney Electronically Signed:
11/05/2015 08:17 AM

Stefanie Menning
401 Carver Road
PO Box 3129
Mankato, MN 56002
(507) 304-4600
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FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE
From the above sworn facts, and any supporting affidavits or supplemental sworn testimony, I, the Issuing Officer, have

determined that probable cause exists to support, subject to bail or conditions of release where applicable, Defendant’s arrest

or other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court, or Defendant’s detention, if already in custody,

pending further proceedings. Defendant is therefore charged with the above-stated offense(s).

SUMMONS

THEREFORE YOU, THE DEFENDANT, ARE SUMMONED to appear on ________ ___, _____ at _____ AM/PM
before the above-named court at 401 Carver Rd, Mankato, MN 56002-0347 to answer this complaint.

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued.

WARRANT

To the Sheriff of the above-named county; or other person authorized to execute this warrant: I order, in the name of the State

of Minnesota, that the Defendant be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before the court (if in

session), and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such court without unnecessary delay, and in any event not later than

36 hours after the arrest or as soon as such Judge or Judicial Officer is available to be dealt with according to law.

Execute in MN Only Execute Nationwide Execute in Border States

ORDER OF DETENTIONX
Since the Defendant is already in custody, I order, subject to bail or conditions of release, that the Defendant continue to be
detained pending further proceedings.

Bail:  $
Conditions of Release:  

This complaint, duly subscribed and sworn to or signed under penalty of perjury, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer
as of the following date: November 5, 2015.

Judicial Officer Greg Anderson
District Court Judge

Electronically Signed: 11/05/2015 12:53 PM

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:
 

COUNTY OF BLUE EARTH
STATE OF MINNESOTA

State of Minnesota
Plaintiff

vs.

ROBERT BRUCE SPROLES
Defendant

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER RETURN OF SERVICE
I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this Order of

Detention upon the Defendant herein named.

Signature of Authorized Service Agent:
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