
State of Minnesota District Court
County of Blue Earth 5th Judicial District

BEC-16-0687-02Prosecutor File No.
07-CR-16-1755Court File No.

State of Minnesota, COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Summons

vs.

BRANDY JO BRINK    DOB: 04/05/1984

218 N 4th St
Mankato, MN 56001

Defendant.

The Complainant submits this complaint to the Court and states that there is probable cause to believe
Defendant committed the following offense(s):

COUNT I

Charge: Check Forgery-Make or Alter a Check
Minnesota Statute: 609.631.2(1), with reference to:  609.631.4(3)(a)
Maximum Sentence: 5 years and/or $10,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 03/24/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16009710

Charge Description: Brandy Jo Brink

On or about March 24, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Brandy Jo Brink did falsely
make or alter a check so that it purports to have been made by another or by the maker under an
assumed name, or at another time, or with different provisions, or by the authority of one who did not give
authority; and the aggregate value of the forged check(s) was over $250.00.

COUNT II

Charge: Check Forgery-Make or Alter a Check
Minnesota Statute: 609.631.2(1), with reference to:  609.631.4(3)(a), 609.05.1
Maximum Sentence: 5 years and/or $10,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 03/24/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16009710

Charge Description: Brandy Jo Brink

On or about March 24, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Brandy Jo Brink did
intentionally aid, advise, hire, counsel, or conspire with, or otherwise procure another to commit the crime;
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to wit: did falsely make or alter a check so that it purports to have been made by another or by the maker
under an assumed name, or at another time, or with different provisions, or by the authority of one who
did not give authority; and the aggregate value of the forged checks was over $250.00 but less than
$2,500.00.
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

 

Officer Stephanie Wilkins, a licensed peace officer in the State of Minnesota currently employed by the
Mankato Department of Public Safety, reports that on March 24, 2016, she assisted the Minnesota River
Valley Drug Task Force with a search warrant on a vehicle. 

Wilkins reports that a vehicle, described as a Ford Expedition bearing Minnesota license plate 886KPE,
that was being driven by Marcus Leith and Brandy Brink, was stopped. Wilkins notes during the course of
the investigation, a search was performed on the vehicle for narcotics. During the search for narcotics,
items were found that did not belong to either Leith or Brink. Some of those items included bank
statements in other peoples' names, tax documents in other peoples' names, and a checkbook in different
people's name. Believing those items to be possibly stolen, the vehicle was then towed to the Mankato
Department of Public Safety Center and secured while a search warrant was applied for. 

On March 25, 2016, a search warrant was executed on the vehicle; and upon searching the vehicle, officers
located several items not belonging to either Leith or Brink. Wilkins notes that among the items that were
found were bank statements and tax records belonging to individuals identified as Victim 1 and Victim 2.
Victim 1 was contacted and advised that his storage unit had been broken into around March of 2015. 

Wilkins further notes a First Federal Bank checkbook was found in the vehicle that belonged to Victim 1
and Victim 2. In looking through the checkbook, it was discovered that three checks had been written on
March 24, 2016, to HyVee, Casey's, and the Minnesota Valley Action Council, all located in the City of
Mankato. The most recent check written before March 24, 2016, had been written on November 24, 2014.
Victim 1 further advised Wilkins that particular checking account had been closed for a long time. 

Officer Wilkins reports she then made contact with employees from HyVee, Casey's, and the Minnesota
Valley Action Council. Those businesses were able to provide information, including eye witness
identification and surveillance identification which identified the individuals who passed the three checks
from Victim 1 and 2's account as being Brandy Jo Brink and Marcus Wayne Leith. 

Additionally, Wilkins notes that the checks that were written on March 24 were as follows: Check number
2013 to HyVee in the amount of $286.90, check number 2014 written to Casey's in the amount of $44.99,
and check number 2016 written to Minnesota Valley Action Council in the amount of $193.49. 

The aggregate total of the forged checks was $525.38.
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SIGNATURES AND APPROVALS

Complainant requests that Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release, be:
(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained, if already in custody, pending further proceedings; and that said Defendant otherwise
be dealt with according to law.

Complainant declares under penalty of perjury that everything stated in this document is true and
correct. Minn. Stat. § 358.116; Minn. R. Crim. P. 2.01, subds. 1, 2.

Complainant Deborah McDermott Electronically Signed:
04/28/2016 01:20 PM
Blue Earth County,  mn

Patrol Commander
710 S Front St
Mankato, MN 56001-3803
Badge: 3143

Being authorized to prosecute the offenses charged, I approve this complaint.

Prosecuting Attorney Electronically Signed:
04/25/2016 10:55 AM

Christopher Rovney
401 Carver Road
PO Box 3129
Mankato, MN 56002
(507) 304-4600
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FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE
From the above sworn facts, and any supporting affidavits or supplemental sworn testimony, I, the Issuing Officer, have

determined that probable cause exists to support, subject to bail or conditions of release where applicable, Defendant’s arrest

or other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court, or Defendant’s detention, if already in custody,

pending further proceedings. Defendant is therefore charged with the above-stated offense(s).

SUMMONSX
THEREFORE YOU, THE DEFENDANT, ARE SUMMONED to appear on ________ ___, _____ at _____ AM/PM
before the above-named court at 401 Carver Rd, Mankato, MN 56002-0347 to answer this complaint.

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued.

WARRANT

To the Sheriff of the above-named county; or other person authorized to execute this warrant: I order, in the name of the State

of Minnesota, that the Defendant be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before the court (if in

session), and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such court without unnecessary delay, and in any event not later than

36 hours after the arrest or as soon as such Judge or Judicial Officer is available to be dealt with according to law.

Execute in MN Only Execute Nationwide Execute in Border States

ORDER OF DETENTION

Since the Defendant is already in custody, I order, subject to bail or conditions of release, that the Defendant continue to be
detained pending further proceedings.

Bail:  $
Conditions of Release:  

This complaint, duly subscribed and sworn to or signed under penalty of perjury, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer
as of the following date: April 28, 2016.

Judicial Officer Greg Anderson
District Court Judge

Electronically Signed: 04/28/2016 03:46 PM

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:
 

COUNTY OF BLUE EARTH
STATE OF MINNESOTA

State of Minnesota
Plaintiff

vs.

BRANDY JO BRINK
Defendant

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER RETURN OF SERVICE
I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this

Summons upon the Defendant herein named.

Signature of Authorized Service Agent:
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