
State of Minnesota District Court
County of Blue Earth 5th Judicial District

BEC-15-1668-03Prosecutor File No.
07-CR-15-4856Court File No.

State of Minnesota, COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Order of Detention

vs.

THERON LEE CALDWELL JR    DOB: 06/17/1980

Defendant.

The Complainant submits this complaint to the Court and states that there is probable cause to believe
Defendant committed the following offense(s):

COUNT I

Charge: Drugs - 5th Degree - Possess Schedule 1,2,3,4 - Not Small Amount Marijuana
Minnesota Statute: 152.025.2(a)(1), with reference to:  609.05.1
Maximum Sentence: 5 years and/or $10,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 11/27/2015

Control #(ICR#): 15037443

Charge Description: Theron Lee Caldwell, Jr Also Known As Xx Xx Tj, Teron Lee Caldwell, Therom Lee
Caldwell, Teron Le Caldwell, Xx X Tj, Lamar Stroud, Theron Lee Caldwell And Jamar Caldwell

On or about November 27, 2015, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Theron Lee Caldwell, Jr did
intentionally aid, advise, hire, counsel, or conspire with or otherwise procure another to, and/or did
personally commit said crime; to wit: did unlawfully possess one or more mixtures containing a controlled
substance classified in schedule I, II, III, or IV, except a small amount of marijuana.
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

 

Mankato Department of Public Safety Police Officer Steve Hoppe states that on November 27, 2015, at
approximately 9:10 p.m., he was on duty in a marked squad car on Highway 22 approaching the Adams
Street roundabout. Prior to entering the roundabout, Officer Hoppe's attention was drawn to a black Toyota
Corolla with a Wisconsin license plate. Officer Hoppe observed as the vehicle was in lane 1 and cut across
the lanes in the number 2 lane of the roundabout, cutting off traffic, causing another vehicle to brake to
avoid a collision. 

Officer Hoppe stopped the vehicle just south of Highway 14 and observed that it was occupied by four
individuals. He advised the driver of the reason for the stop and obtained his driver's license and proof of
insurance. The driver identified himself as Michael Smith and advised that the vehicle belonged to his
grandfather, who resided in Wisconsin. While speaking with the driver, Officer Hoppe noted that no one
would look at him and the occupants only stared straight ahead. He observed as the occupants seemed to
be nervous and fidgety. He also observed the driver's carotid artery in his neck was beating rapidly. 

Officer Hoppe then returned to the squad car to check information and noted that the driver had told him he
had never been here before and was kind of lost. Officers Green and Levin stopped to assist. Upon
checking the vehicle registration and driver's license, he observed that the owner of the vehicle and the
driver had different last names. When checking Smith, he noted that he had numerous local contacts.
Officer Green went up to speak to the occupants while Officer Hoppe was conducting the records check.
Shortly thereafter, Officer Green advised that he believed he observed marijuana shake on the front
passenger's lap. 

Upon reinitiating contact with the driver, Officer Hoppe asked what city the owner of the vehicle resided in
and he replied that he did not know as it was his girlfriend's grandfather and not his. Officer Hoppe then
began to address the marijuana shake on the passenger's lap and observed it was clearly green and leafy
and consistent with marijuana. He also placed his head closer to the window and was able to smell the
odor of burnt marijuana and raw marijuana. 

Officer Green then removed the front seat passenger and asked the driver if there was marijuana in the
vehicle, to which he replied there was "a little in the vehicle." Officer Green advised the passenger,
identified as Edwin Leon Washington, had concealed narcotics in his pants. Officer Green later turned over
two prescription pill bottles with the labels partially removed. One of the bottles had trace amounts of
marijuana inside, and the other had 17 5 mg Oxycodone pills. The pills were later confirmed by a member
of the Walgreen's pharmacy. The bottle had a partial description that matched the pills that showed it was
issued on November 25, 2015, for 56 pills. Officer Green later turned over a small amount of marijuana
recovered in Washington's sock. 

Officer Green then had the rear passenger's side occupant exit the vehicle. He immediately identified
himself as Shaun Martin but could not provide all his information. Officer Hoppe noted the individual
resembled another person who had a warrant for his arrest. While putting the subject into handcuffs, he
then advised that his name was Michael Smith and he had traded IDs with Shaun Martin, who was the
actual driver. Smith was then placed under arrest for False Information to a Peace Officer. He also placed
the driver, Martin, under arrest for the same offense. Upon learning Martin's information, he learned that his
driving status was canceled as inimical to public safety. 

The rear driver's side passenger was identified as Theron Lee Caldwell, Jr. Officer Hoppe then began to
check the vehicle and observed a large Ziploc bag that contained six individually wrapped baggies of
suspected marijuana that later field tested positive for the presence of THC. Officer Hoppe noted that the
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substance was brown in color and had a very strong chemical odor to it. The total weight of the substance
was approximately five and a half ounces. Officer Hoppe noted that the bag of narcotics was on the
floorboard and would have been between both passengers at their feet. All four parties denied possession
of the substance and all four were arrested and transported to the jail.
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SIGNATURES AND APPROVALS

Complainant requests that Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release, be:
(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained, if already in custody, pending further proceedings; and that said Defendant otherwise
be dealt with according to law.

Complainant declares under penalty of perjury that everything stated in this document is true and
correct. Minn. Stat. § 358.116; Minn. R. Crim. P. 2.01, subds. 1, 2.

Complainant Craig Frericks Electronically Signed:
11/30/2015 01:02 PM
Blue Earth County,  Minnesota

Commander
710 S Front St
Mankato, MN 56001-3803
Badge: 3102

Being authorized to prosecute the offenses charged, I approve this complaint.

Prosecuting Attorney Electronically Signed:
11/30/2015 12:08 PM

Patrick R. McDermott
Assistant Blue Earth County
Attorney
401 Carver Road
PO Box 3129
Mankato, MN 56002
(507) 304-4600
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FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE
From the above sworn facts, and any supporting affidavits or supplemental sworn testimony, I, the Issuing Officer, have

determined that probable cause exists to support, subject to bail or conditions of release where applicable, Defendant’s arrest

or other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court, or Defendant’s detention, if already in custody,

pending further proceedings. Defendant is therefore charged with the above-stated offense(s).

SUMMONS

THEREFORE YOU, THE DEFENDANT, ARE SUMMONED to appear on ________ ___, _____ at _____ AM/PM
before the above-named court at 401 Carver Rd, Mankato, MN 56002-0347 to answer this complaint.

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued.

WARRANT

To the Sheriff of the above-named county; or other person authorized to execute this warrant: I order, in the name of the State

of Minnesota, that the Defendant be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before the court (if in

session), and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such court without unnecessary delay, and in any event not later than

36 hours after the arrest or as soon as such Judge or Judicial Officer is available to be dealt with according to law.

Execute in MN Only Execute Nationwide Execute in Border States

ORDER OF DETENTIONX
Since the Defendant is already in custody, I order, subject to bail or conditions of release, that the Defendant continue to be
detained pending further proceedings.

Bail:  $
Conditions of Release:  

This complaint, duly subscribed and sworn to or signed under penalty of perjury, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer
as of the following date: November 30, 2015.

Judicial Officer Kurt D Johnson
District Court Judge

Electronically Signed: 11/30/2015 02:24 PM

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:
 

COUNTY OF BLUE EARTH
STATE OF MINNESOTA

State of Minnesota
Plaintiff

vs.

THERON LEE CALDWELL Jr
Defendant

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER RETURN OF SERVICE
I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this Order of

Detention upon the Defendant herein named.

Signature of Authorized Service Agent:
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