
State of Minnesota District Court
County of Blue Earth 5th Judicial District

BEC-16-0232Prosecutor File No.
07-CR-16-591Court File No.

State of Minnesota, COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Order of Detention

vs.

LANCE MICHAEL UTZ    DOB: 01/20/1985

211 West Mill St
Janesville, MN 56048

Defendant.

The Complainant submits this complaint to the Court and states that there is probable cause to believe
Defendant committed the following offense(s):

COUNT I

Charge: Drugs - 4th Degree - Possess Schedule 1/2/3  Except Marijuana with Intent to Sell
Minnesota Statute: 152.024.2(2), with reference to:  152.024.3(b)
Maximum Sentence: 30 years and/or $100,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 02/16/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16004383

Charge Description: Lance Michael Utz

On or about February 16, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Lance Michael Utz did
unlawfully possess one or more mixtures containing a controlled substance classified in schedule I, II or
III, except marijuana or Tetrahydrocannabinols with intent to sell it; and has a previous controlled
substance conviction.

COUNT II

Charge: Drugs - 4th Degree - Possess Schedule 1/2/3  Except Marijuana with Intent to Sell
Minnesota Statute: 152.024.2(2), with reference to:  152.024.3(a)
Maximum Sentence: 15 years and/or $100,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 02/16/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16004383

Charge Description: Lance Michael Utz

On or about February 16, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Lance Michael Utz did
unlawfully possess one or more mixtures containing a controlled substance classified in schedule I, II or

1



III, except marijuana or Tetrahydrocannabinols with intent to sell it.

COUNT III

Charge: Drugs - 5th Degree - Possess Schedule 1,2,3,4 - Not Small Amount Marijuana
Minnesota Statute: 152.025.2(a)(1)
Maximum Sentence: 5 years and/or $10,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 02/16/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16004383

Charge Description: Lance Michael Utz

On or about February 16, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Lance Michael Utz did
unlawfully possess one or more mixtures containing a controlled substance classified in schedule I, II, III,
or IV, except a small amount of marijuana.
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

 

On February 15, 2016, at approximately 11:03 p.m., Officer Hullopeter with the Mankato Department of
Public Safety was on routine patrol in a marked squad car when he drove through the parking lot of Pure
Pleasure, located on Riverfront Drive in the City of Mankato, and noticed a white 1998 Honda Accord
parked in the back parking lot. Officer Hullopeter ran the license plate several times, and it came back not
on file. Officer Hullopeter left the parking lot and parked a block away to search for information on the
vehicle. 

Officer Hullopeter observed the vehicle leave the parking lot and drive north on Riverfront Drive and
westbound on Highway 14. Officer Hullopeter got behind the vehicle and verified that he was searching for
the correct license plate. The vehicle approached the curve at Highway 169, so Officer Hullopeter did not
stop it until the road straightened out and it was a safe location. Officer Hullopeter walked up to the driver's
side door, and the driver identified himself as Lance Utz with his Minnesota driver's license. Lance told
Officer Hullopeter his license was revoked and the vehicle was not registered to him. He had proof of
insurance for the car but could not provide Officer Hullopeter with the title. Utz told Officer Hullopeter he
purchased the vehicle from someone in Amboy approximately seven months ago and that he tried to get
title but hasn't been successful. Utz told Officer Hullopeter that no one else has had the vehicle since he
bought it. 

Officer Hullopeter noticed Utz's actions were fast and he appeared jittery. Officer Kevin Waterstreet, also of
the Mankato Department of Public Safety, arrived to assist. Officer Hullopeter went back to his squad and
checked the information provided by Utz. Officer Hullopeter noticed Utz had numerous narcotics
involvement; and when he checked the vehicle's VIN, it came back to a black Honda Accord with a license
plate with 2016 stickers. The stickers came back to black Honda Civic with a different license plate. Officer
Hullopeter went back to the vehicle to speak with Utz. Officer Hullopeter asked him where he was driving.
Utz said he was going to turn on Highway 169 but continued driving because Officer Hullopeter was behind
him. Officer Hullopeter asked Utz if there was anything illegal in the car. Utz said no. Officer Hullopeter
asked if Utz would consent to a search of the car. Utz said no because he had no reason to. 

Based on the behavior of being jittery with fast movements, Officer Hullopeter requested that a canine unit
be dispatched to the location to assist him. Sergeant Adam Gray responded to Officer Hullopeter's call,
and Sergeant Gray indicated that he knew Utz had narcotics involvement and that he had been working
with the Janesville Police Department and had knowledge of Utz currently being involved with narcotics,
specifically methamphetamine. A second vehicle stopped near the traffic stop, and Officer Hullopeter made
contact with Adult 1, Utz's girlfriend. Adult 1 was asked whether or not there were narcotics in the vehicle,
and Adult 1 stated she had not seen Utz since the morning and she could not answer the question. 

Sergeant Gray arrived, along with a canine officer (Officer Laramy Lawson with the Mapleton Police
Department) and his dog. After the canine conducted a search of the vehicle, the canine officer indicated
that the canine had alerted to narcotics in the vehicle. Officers Waterstreet and Hullopeter searched the
vehicle. A brand new glass pipe and two other pipes with residue were found. One of the pipes field-tested
positive for methamphetamine. Methamphetamine is a schedule II controlled substance. Additionally, three
small plastic bags containing a crystallized substance were located. A scale, a small notebook containing
initials and numbers appearing to be a ledger, and numerous empty plastic baggies were located. There
was also a handwritten note saying Adult2 from Clear Choice 'owes him 2,000.' Utz was arrested and
transported to the Blue Earth County Jail by Sergeant Gray. 

Officer Hullopeter took the three baggies with the controlled substance and placed them into evidence.
Prior to placing them into evidence, he noticed that the three had approximately the same amount of

3



substance in each bag, with one being slightly smaller than the other two. Each bag was weighed. One bag
weighed 0.5 grams, the two slightly larger bags each weighed 0.8 grams. 

Lance Utz has prior controlled substance convictions, including the following: 

Utz pled guilty to 2nd degree Sales on 12/21/15 in 07-CR-15-4825. He is scheduled to be sentenced in
that file on 2/29/16. 

Utz has a 5th degree controlled substance conviction in 07-CR-13-2528. 

Utz was also found to have $196.00 on his person.
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SIGNATURES AND APPROVALS

Complainant requests that Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release, be:
(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained, if already in custody, pending further proceedings; and that said Defendant otherwise
be dealt with according to law.

Complainant declares under penalty of perjury that everything stated in this document is true and
correct. Minn. Stat. § 358.116; Minn. R. Crim. P. 2.01, subds. 1, 2.

Complainant Craig Frericks Electronically Signed:
02/16/2016 02:43 PM
Blue Earth County,  Minnesota

Commander
710 S Front St
Mankato, MN 56001-3803
Badge: 3102

Being authorized to prosecute the offenses charged, I approve this complaint.

Prosecuting Attorney Electronically Signed:
02/16/2016 02:29 PM

Stefanie Menning
401 Carver Road
PO Box 3129
Mankato, MN 56002
(507) 304-4600
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FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE
From the above sworn facts, and any supporting affidavits or supplemental sworn testimony, I, the Issuing Officer, have

determined that probable cause exists to support, subject to bail or conditions of release where applicable, Defendant’s arrest

or other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court, or Defendant’s detention, if already in custody,

pending further proceedings. Defendant is therefore charged with the above-stated offense(s).

SUMMONS

THEREFORE YOU, THE DEFENDANT, ARE SUMMONED to appear on ________ ___, _____ at _____ AM/PM
before the above-named court at 401 Carver Rd, Mankato, MN 56002-0347 to answer this complaint.

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued.

WARRANT

To the Sheriff of the above-named county; or other person authorized to execute this warrant: I order, in the name of the State

of Minnesota, that the Defendant be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before the court (if in

session), and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such court without unnecessary delay, and in any event not later than

36 hours after the arrest or as soon as such Judge or Judicial Officer is available to be dealt with according to law.

Execute in MN Only Execute Nationwide Execute in Border States

ORDER OF DETENTIONX
Since the Defendant is already in custody, I order, subject to bail or conditions of release, that the Defendant continue to be
detained pending further proceedings.

Bail:  $
Conditions of Release:  

This complaint, duly subscribed and sworn to or signed under penalty of perjury, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer
as of the following date: February 16, 2016.

Judicial Officer Kurt D Johnson
District Court Judge

Electronically Signed: 02/16/2016 03:06 PM

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:
 

COUNTY OF BLUE EARTH
STATE OF MINNESOTA

State of Minnesota
Plaintiff

vs.

LANCE MICHAEL UTZ
Defendant

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER RETURN OF SERVICE
I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this Order of

Detention upon the Defendant herein named.

Signature of Authorized Service Agent:
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