
State of Minnesota District Court
County of Blue Earth 5th Judicial District

BEC-20-1204Prosecutor File No.
07-CR-20-3382Court File No.

State of Minnesota, COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Summons

vs.

MATTHEW DENNIS SMITH    DOB: 06/27/1988

1113 Edgerton Street #1
St. Paul, MN 55130

Defendant.

The Complainant submits this complaint to the Court and states that there is probable cause to believe
Defendant committed the following offense(s):

COUNT I

Charge: Fleeing a Peace Officer in a Motor Vehicle
Minnesota Statute: 609.487.3
Maximum Sentence: 3 years and 1 day and/or $5,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 09/22/2020

Control #(ICR#): 20002188

Charge Description: Matthew Dennis Smith

On or about September 22, 2020, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Matthew Dennis Smith,
did, by means of a motor vehicle, flee or attempted to flee a peace officer who is acting in the lawful
discharge of an official duty, and the perpetrator knows or should reasonably know the same to be a
peace officer.

COUNT II

Charge: Traffic-Drivers License-Driving After Revocation
Minnesota Statute: 171.24.2
Maximum Sentence: 90 days and/or $1,000 fine
Offense Level: Misdemeanor

Offense Date (on or about): 09/22/2020

Control #(ICR#): 20002188

Charge Description: Matthew Dennis Smith

On or about September 22, 2020, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Matthew Dennis Smith did
after being given notice, or reasonably should have known of the revocation, disobeyed the order by
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operating in this state any motor vehicle, the operation of which requires a driver's license, while her/his
license or privilege was revoked.
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

 

On September 22, 2020, at approximately 9:14 p.m., the New Ulm Police Department was dispatched to a
gas station in the City of New Ulm on reports of a vehicle theft. Corporal Gramentz responded and met with
Victim 1. Victim 1 reported that his vehicle, a white Ford Explorer, had been stolen while he was inside the
store. 

At approximately 9:27 p.m., Officer Owen with the Lake Crystal Police Department was driving westbound
on Minnesota Highway 60 near Blue Earth County Road 112 in Blue Earth County when he observed a
white Ford Explorer traveling at a high rate of speed through the City of Lake Crystal heading eastbound.
Officer Owen's radar indicated the vehicle was traveling 113 miles per hour in a 50-mile-per-hour zone. 

Officer Owen was aware that the Brown County Sheriff's Office had advised that there was a white Ford
Explorer with a police spotlight that was stolen. Officer Owen believed the white Ford Explorer that he saw
racing through town to be the same stolen vehicle from Brown County. Officer Owen turned around on the
vehicle and began to catch up. Officer Owen activated his squad emergency lights, and the Ford Explorer
turned off all of it's lights. Officer Owen lost sight of the vehicle near Highway 60 and Blue Earth County
Road 114. Officer Owen continued to search for the vehicle but was unable to locate it. Later, Lieutenant
Jeremy Brennan of the Blue Earth County Sheriff's Office found the vehicle. The vehicle was empty. 

On September 25, 2020, Officer Ollrich of the Lake Crystal Police Department was made aware by
Captain Paul Barta, of the Blue Earth County Sheriff's Office, that there was surveillance video from a gas
station in the City of Amboy containing surveillance footage of the driver of the vehicle, who would later be
identified as Matthew Dennis Smith. Officer Ollrich reviewed the surveillance video which showed a white
Ford Explorer pulling into the gas pumps at the gas station at 9:40 p.m. on September 22, 2020. Smith 
can be seen wearing a white t-shirt and dark-colored pants. It also appears that Smith had long and messy
hair. The white Ford Explorer was recovered just outside the City of Amboy. 

The following morning, Smith was arrested and taken into custody. Smith was wearing black pants, a blue
sweatshirt, and a white undershirt. Smith has long, curly hair.
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SIGNATURES AND APPROVALS

Complainant requests that Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release, be:
(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained, if already in custody, pending further proceedings; and that said Defendant otherwise
be dealt with according to law.

Complainant declares under penalty of perjury that everything stated in this document is true and
correct. Minn. Stat. § 358.116; Minn. R. Crim. P. 2.01, subds. 1, 2.

Complainant Matthew Michael Gangelhoff Electronically Signed:
10/15/2020 01:18 PM
Blue Earth County,  Minnesota

Peace Officer
100 East Robinson Street
Lake Crystal, MN 56055
Badge: 4676

Being authorized to prosecute the offenses charged, I approve this complaint.

Prosecuting Attorney Electronically Signed:
10/15/2020 10:48 AM

Michael Hanson
Assistant County Attorney
401 Carver Road
PO Box 3129
Mankato, MN 56002
(507) 304-4600
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FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE
From the above sworn facts, and any supporting affidavits or supplemental sworn testimony, I, the Issuing Officer, have

determined that probable cause exists to support, subject to bail or conditions of release where applicable, Defendant’s arrest

or other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court, or Defendant’s detention, if already in custody,

pending further proceedings. Defendant is therefore charged with the above-stated offense(s).

SUMMONSX
THEREFORE YOU, THE DEFENDANT, ARE SUMMONED to appear on ________ ___, _____ at _____ AM/PM
before the above-named court at 401 Carver Rd, Mankato, MN 56002-0347 to answer this complaint.

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued.

WARRANT

To the Sheriff of the above-named county; or other person authorized to execute this warrant: I order, in the name of the State

of Minnesota, that the Defendant be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before the court (if in

session), and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such court without unnecessary delay, and in any event not later than

36 hours after the arrest or as soon as such Judge or Judicial Officer is available to be dealt with according to law.

Execute in MN Only Execute Nationwide Execute in Border States

ORDER OF DETENTION

Since the Defendant is already in custody, I order, subject to bail or conditions of release, that the Defendant continue to be
detained pending further proceedings.

Bail:  $
Conditions of Release:  

This complaint, duly subscribed and sworn to or signed under penalty of perjury, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer
as of the following date: October 15, 2020.

Judicial Officer Bradley C Walker
District Court Judge

Electronically Signed: 10/15/2020 02:07 PM

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:
 

COUNTY OF BLUE EARTH
STATE OF MINNESOTA

State of Minnesota
Plaintiff

vs.

MATTHEW DENNIS SMITH
Defendant

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER RETURN OF SERVICE
I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this

Summons upon the Defendant herein named.

Signature of Authorized Service Agent:
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