
State of Minnesota District Court
County of Blue Earth 5th Judicial District

BEC-15-1571Prosecutor File No.
07-CR-15-4572Court File No.

State of Minnesota, COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Order of Detention

vs.

TRAVIS JOHN OLSON    DOB: 03/19/1985

513 1/2 North 5th Street
Mankato, MN 56001

Defendant.

The Complainant submits this complaint to the Court and states that there is probable cause to believe
Defendant committed the following offense(s):

COUNT I

Charge: Possess Ammo/Any Firearm - Conviction or Adjudicated Delinquent for Crime of Violence
Minnesota Statute: 624.713.1(2), with reference to:  624.713.2(b), 609.11.5(a)
Maximum Sentence: 15 years and/or $30,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 11/07/2015

Control #(ICR#): 15035173

Charge Description: Travis John Olson Also Known As Chad Allen Olson, Travis J Olson And Travis
Olson

On or about November 7, 2015, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Travis John Olson after
having been convicted of, or adjudicated delinquent or convicted as an extended jurisdiction juvenile for
committing, in this state or elsewhere, a crime of violence; did possess a firearm.

COUNT II

Charge: Felon Convicted Crime of Violence - Firearm Violation
Minnesota Statute: 609.165.1b(a)
Maximum Sentence: 15 years and/or $30,000
Minimum Sentence 5 years
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 11/07/2015

Control #(ICR#): 15035173

Charge Description: Travis John Olson Also Known As Chad Allen Olson, Travis J Olson And Travis
Olson
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On or about November 7, 2015, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Travis John Olson did ship,
transport, possess, or receive a firearm after having been convicted of a crime of violence.
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

 

On November 6, 2015, at approximately 8:43, officers from the Mankato Department of Public Safety went
to 513 1/2 North 5th Street in an attempt to serve an arrest warrant on Travis John Olson. Officers Matt
Vitale, Jesse Gilbertson and Jacob Green arrived at the scene and spoke with W1, who advised that he
lived in the other half of the building that Olson lives in. W1 stated that Olson is supposed to be living alone
but that he commonly has friends over and often hangs out in the shared detached garage toward the back
of the property. 

Officer Vitale told W1 that they were looking for Olson for a felony arrest. W1 offered Officer Vitale the keys
to the garage and gave the officers consent to search the garage. Officers approached the rear detached
garage and noted that lights appeared to be on inside and outside the garage. Officer Gilbertson told
Officer Vitale that he heard two males talking inside. As Officer Vitale approached the west and only
service door to the garage, he walked up a few stairs leading to the door and heard what he believed to be
the forward rack of a shotgun. Officer Green heard the same noise and also believed it to be the sound of a
racking shotgun. 

The officers took cover and called for more units to assist. Sergeant Chris Baukol and Commander Jeremy
Clifton responded and assisted. A fully marked squad car was illuminated with emergency lights to further
establish police presence. Officers simultaneously knocked and announced at both the garage and the
residence. After multiple commands to answer each door, no response was received. Officer Adam Kruger
noted that a 2000 Dodge Durango bearing Minnesota license plate 264 MPU, registering to Olson, was
parked alongside the garage. Watching the garage, Officer Green continued to speak with W1. Officer
Green advised that Olson had since sent W1 text messages making statements that he was in the garage
and to not let the police into the garage. Officer Green further advised that he saw more movement inside
the garage. 

Based upon this further information, Officer Green drafted a search warrant to search both the house and
the garage. A little after 1:30 a.m., the Tactical Response Team arrived on the scene to assist. After
communication with Olson, the two occupants of the garage came out of their volition at approximately 2:33
a.m. They were identified as Olson and Jacob Benzkofer. Officer Vitale spoke with Benzkofer after reading
him his Miranda rights. Benzkofer stated that Olson is a close friend of his and that based upon Olson's
strange behavior, he thought that Olson may have a warrant for his arrest. Benzkofer stated there were no
firearms in the garage. Olson was taken into custody on his warrant and transported to the Blue Earth
County Jail. 

Officer Green and Officer Vitale searched the residence and garage. In the garage were recovered a
Daisy Powerline 340 bb gun (.177 caliber). This air handgun was located on top of a pop machine in plain
sight in the common center area of the garage near the couch. Also located was a Daisy Powerline 35 bb
gun (.177 caliber). This air rifle was located partially under a black sweatshirt on the couch in the common
area of the garage. Benzkofer had stated that he and Olson were sitting on this couch. 

Olson is prohibited from possessing a firearm due to a conviction for a felony crime of violence. That
conviction can be found in Blue Earth County File 07-CR-06-2051, a May 2006 conviction for Fifth-Degree
Controlled Substance Crime.
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SIGNATURES AND APPROVALS

Complainant requests that Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release, be:
(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained, if already in custody, pending further proceedings; and that said Defendant otherwise
be dealt with according to law.

Complainant declares under penalty of perjury that everything stated in this document is true and
correct. Minn. Stat. § 358.116; Minn. R. Crim. P. 2.01, subds. 1, 2.

Complainant Ken Baker Electronically Signed:
11/09/2015 11:23 AM
Blue Earth County,  Minnesota

Sergeant/Patrol Division
710 S Front St
Mankato, MN 56001-3803
Badge: 3144

Being authorized to prosecute the offenses charged, I approve this complaint.

Prosecuting Attorney Electronically Signed:
11/09/2015 11:16 AM

Michael Hanson
Assistant County Attorney
401 Carver Road
PO Box 3129
Mankato, MN 56002
(507) 304-4600
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FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE
From the above sworn facts, and any supporting affidavits or supplemental sworn testimony, I, the Issuing Officer, have

determined that probable cause exists to support, subject to bail or conditions of release where applicable, Defendant’s arrest

or other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court, or Defendant’s detention, if already in custody,

pending further proceedings. Defendant is therefore charged with the above-stated offense(s).

SUMMONS

THEREFORE YOU, THE DEFENDANT, ARE SUMMONED to appear on ________ ___, _____ at _____ AM/PM
before the above-named court at 401 Carver Rd, Mankato, MN 56002-0347 to answer this complaint.

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued.

WARRANT

To the Sheriff of the above-named county; or other person authorized to execute this warrant: I order, in the name of the State

of Minnesota, that the Defendant be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before the court (if in

session), and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such court without unnecessary delay, and in any event not later than

36 hours after the arrest or as soon as such Judge or Judicial Officer is available to be dealt with according to law.

Execute in MN Only Execute Nationwide Execute in Border States

ORDER OF DETENTIONX
Since the Defendant is already in custody, I order, subject to bail or conditions of release, that the Defendant continue to be
detained pending further proceedings.

Bail:  $
Conditions of Release:  

This complaint, duly subscribed and sworn to or signed under penalty of perjury, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer
as of the following date: November 9, 2015.

Judicial Officer Bradley C Walker
District Court Judge

Electronically Signed: 11/09/2015 12:42 PM

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:
 

COUNTY OF BLUE EARTH
STATE OF MINNESOTA

State of Minnesota
Plaintiff

vs.

TRAVIS JOHN OLSON
Defendant

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER RETURN OF SERVICE
I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this Order of

Detention upon the Defendant herein named.

Signature of Authorized Service Agent:
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