
State of Minnesota District Court
County of Blue Earth 5th Judicial District

BEC-16-0197Prosecutor File No.
07-CR-16-523Court File No.

State of Minnesota, COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Order of Detention

vs.

BRENT DAVID STEINKOPF    DOB: 12/14/1982

no perm

Defendant.

The Complainant submits this complaint to the Court and states that there is probable cause to believe
Defendant committed the following offense(s):

COUNT I

Charge: Burglary-2nd Deg-Building-Possess Tool
Minnesota Statute: 609.582.2(a)(4)
Maximum Sentence: 10 years and/or $20,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 02/06/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16003603

Charge Description: Brent David Steinkopf Also Known As Steinkopf

On or about February 6, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Brent David Steinkopf, did
enter a building without consent and with intent to commit a crime, or entered a building without consent
and committed a crime while in the building, either directly or as an accomplice, and the burglar, when
entering the building, possessed a tool to gain access to money or property.

COUNT II

Charge: Burglary-3rd Deg-Steal/Commit Felony or Gross Misd
Minnesota Statute: 609.582.3
Maximum Sentence: 5 years and/or $10,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 02/06/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16003603

Charge Description: Brent David Steinkopf Also Known As Steinkopf

On or about February 6, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Brent David Steinkopf did
enter a building without consent and with intent to steal or commit any felony or gross misdemeanor while
in the building, or entered a building without consent and did steal or commits a felony or gross
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misdemeanor while in the building, either directly or as an accomplice.

COUNT III

Charge: Damage to Prop-1st Deg-Value Reduced Over $1000
Minnesota Statute: 609.595.1(3)
Maximum Sentence: 5 years and/or $10,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 02/06/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16003603

Charge Description: Brent David Steinkopf Also Known As Steinkopf

On or about February 6, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Brent David Steinkopf did
intentionally cause damage to another person's physical property without the other person's consent, and
the damage reduced the value of the property by more than $1,000.00, as measured by the cost of repair
and replacement.

COUNT IV

Charge: Theft-Take/Use/Transfer Movable Prop-No Consent
Minnesota Statute: 609.52.2(a)(1), with reference to:  609.52.3(5)
Maximum Sentence: 90 days and/or $1,000
Offense Level: Misdemeanor

Offense Date (on or about): 02/06/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16003603

Charge Description: Brent David Steinkopf Also Known As Steinkopf

On or about February 6, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Brent David Steinkopf did,
intentionally and without claim of right, take, use, transfer, conceal or retain possession of the movable
property of another without the other's consent and with intent to deprive the owner permanently of
possession of the property.
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

 

On February 7, 2016 at approximately 7:53 a.m., Officer Sean McClinton with the Mankato Department of
Public Safety responded to Centenary United Methodist Church, located at 501 South Second Street in the
City of Mankato, in regards to a burglary complaint. 

On arrival at the church, Officer McClinton met with a church employee who advised that an unknown
suspect had entered the church the night before and damaged computers and several other electronics,
including TVs and stereo equipment throughout the church. The employee indicated that the total estimated
value of the damaged property was $4,500.00. The employee showed Officer McClinton surveillance video
from the church, which showed that on February 6, 2016 at approximately 10:29 p.m., the suspect entered
the south doors to the church after kicking the exterior glass and pulling open the door. The video also
shows that the suspect exits from the east office door at approximately 10:41 p.m. During the time between
breaking in and exiting, the suspect pulled down Camera 6 from the ceiling and damaged electronics in the
youth room before picking up a Mountain Dew from the fridge and exiting the church. 

Damaged property included a 52-inch projection TV, a DVD digital theater system and audio system with
two tower speakers, a DVD player, a VHS player, and several computers. The male is described and can
be seen in the video surveillance as a white male in light colored jeans with a dark colored coat and hood,
dark tennis shoes with white soles, and medium length brown hair and some facial hair. 

The video surveillance further shows that on February 7, at approximately 1:19 a.m., the suspect reentered
the church and staff was able to get a close up photo of the suspect with the video camera that had been
removed from the second floor. Staff indicated they immediately recognized the suspect as Brent David
Steinkopf, the defendant herein. Steinkopf was recognized as a frequent homeless regular of the church.
Staff indicated that Steinkopf was arrested last year after assaulting a female staff member at the church
and that is why they specifically remembered Steinkopf. Law enforcement compared booking room photos
from the arrest last fall to the surveillance still images provided by the church and were able to
independently verify that the suspect was indeed Steinkopf. Officer McClinton was able to lift several latent
prints from numerous items of damaged property within the church. 

Officer McClinton utilized the assistance of Officer Daniel Grassman, also of the Mankato Department of
Public Safety, to attempt to locate Steinkopf. They tried several addresses based on past involvement with
Steinkopf and were unable to locate him. However, on February 8, 2016 at approximately 6:15 p.m., Officer
McClinton received information that Steinkopf was located at Van Brunt Street. Officer McClinton was let
into the upstairs apartment and observed Steinkopf sitting in a chair. Steinkopf was taken into custody
without any issues and transported to the Blue Earth County Jail. Steinkopf asked who had turned him in
and Officer McClinton advised he wouldn't speak to him until he was Mirandized. Steinkopf was
photographed at the jail and was wearing clothing that matched the video surveillance from the United
Methodist Church, which included skater style tennis shoes, a trench coat, a hooded sweatshirt, jeans, and
a white shell necklace. Steinkopf was Mirandized at the jail and stated he wanted an attorney. 

Steinkopf was taken into a holding cell where he initiated conversation with Officer McClinton while Officer
McClinton was filling out paperwork. Steinkopf asked about the charges and Officer McClinton advised him
of all of them. Steinkopf next stated he would plead guilty to the criminal damage to property but not the
burglary.
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SIGNATURES AND APPROVALS

Complainant requests that Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release, be:
(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained, if already in custody, pending further proceedings; and that said Defendant otherwise
be dealt with according to law.

Complainant declares under penalty of perjury that everything stated in this document is true and
correct. Minn. Stat. § 358.116; Minn. R. Crim. P. 2.01, subds. 1, 2.

Complainant Daniel Schisel Electronically Signed:
02/09/2016 02:54 PM
Blue Earth County,  Minnesota

Police Commander
710 S Front St
Mankato, MN 56001-3803
Badge: 3135

Being authorized to prosecute the offenses charged, I approve this complaint.

Prosecuting Attorney Electronically Signed:
02/09/2016 02:47 PM

Stefanie Menning
401 Carver Road
PO Box 3129
Mankato, MN 56002
(507) 304-4600
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FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE
From the above sworn facts, and any supporting affidavits or supplemental sworn testimony, I, the Issuing Officer, have

determined that probable cause exists to support, subject to bail or conditions of release where applicable, Defendant’s arrest

or other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court, or Defendant’s detention, if already in custody,

pending further proceedings. Defendant is therefore charged with the above-stated offense(s).

SUMMONS

THEREFORE YOU, THE DEFENDANT, ARE SUMMONED to appear on ________ ___, _____ at _____ AM/PM
before the above-named court at 401 Carver Rd, Mankato, MN 56002-0347 to answer this complaint.

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued.

WARRANT

To the Sheriff of the above-named county; or other person authorized to execute this warrant: I order, in the name of the State

of Minnesota, that the Defendant be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before the court (if in

session), and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such court without unnecessary delay, and in any event not later than

36 hours after the arrest or as soon as such Judge or Judicial Officer is available to be dealt with according to law.

Execute in MN Only Execute Nationwide Execute in Border States

ORDER OF DETENTIONX
Since the Defendant is already in custody, I order, subject to bail or conditions of release, that the Defendant continue to be
detained pending further proceedings.

Bail:  $
Conditions of Release:  

This complaint, duly subscribed and sworn to or signed under penalty of perjury, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer
as of the following date: February 9, 2016.

Judicial Officer Bradley C Walker
District Court Judge

Electronically Signed: 02/09/2016 03:11 PM

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:
 

COUNTY OF BLUE EARTH
STATE OF MINNESOTA

State of Minnesota
Plaintiff

vs.

BRENT DAVID STEINKOPF
Defendant

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER RETURN OF SERVICE
I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this Order of

Detention upon the Defendant herein named.

Signature of Authorized Service Agent:
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