
State of Minnesota District Court
County of Blue Earth 5th Judicial District

BEC-16-1273Prosecutor File No.
07-CR-16-3161Court File No.

State of Minnesota, COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Warrant

vs.

ANDREW JEROME ERICKSON    DOB: 03/19/1976

405 Summit Avenue  P O Box 277
Hanska, MN 56041

Defendant.

The Complainant submits this complaint to the Court and states that there is probable cause to believe
Defendant committed the following offense(s):

COUNT I

Charge: Fleeing a Peace Officer in a Motor Vehicle
Minnesota Statute: 609.487.3
Maximum Sentence: 3 years and 1 day and/or $5,000
Offense Level: Felony

Offense Date (on or about): 08/06/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16001769

Charge Description: Andrew Jerome Erickson

On or about August 6, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Andrew Jerome Erickson, did,
by means of a motor vehicle, flee or attempted to flee a peace officer who is acting in the lawful discharge
of an official duty, and the perpetrator knows or should reasonably know the same to be a peace officer.

COUNT II

Charge: Giving Peace Officer False Name-of Another Person
Minnesota Statute: 609.506.2
Maximum Sentence: 1 year and/or $3,000
Offense Level: Gross Misdemeanor

Offense Date (on or about): 08/06/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16001769

Charge Description: Andrew Jerome Erickson

On or about August 6, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Andrew Jerome Erickson did,
with intent to obstruct justice, give the name and date of birth of another person to a peace officer when
that officer makes inquiries incident to a lawful investigatory stop or lawful arrest, or inquiries incident to
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executing any other duty imposed by law.

COUNT III

Charge: Traffic - Reckless driving; Drives Consciously Disregarding a Substantial or Unjustifiable
Risk
Minnesota Statute: 169.13.1(a)
Maximum Sentence: 90 days and/or $1,000
Offense Level: Misdemeanor

Offense Date (on or about): 08/06/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16001769

Charge Description: Andrew Jerome Erickson

On or about August 6, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Andrew Jerome Erickson did
drive any vehicle in such a manner as to indicate either a willful or a wanton disregard for the safety of
persons or property.

COUNT IV

Charge: Traffic-Drivers License-Driving After Revocation
Minnesota Statute: 171.24.2
Maximum Sentence: 90 days and/or $1,000
Offense Level: Misdemeanor

Offense Date (on or about): 08/06/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16001769

Charge Description: Andrew Jerome Erickson

On or about August 6, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Andrew Jerome Erickson did
after being given notice, or reasonably should have known of the revocation, disobeyed the order by
operating in this state any motor vehicle, the operation of which requires a driver's license, while her/his
license or privilege was revoked.
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

 

On August 6, 2016 at approximate 2:52 AM Officer Matt Gangelhoff of the Lake Crystal Police Department
was on routine patrol in a fully marked squad car traveling westbound on Highway 60 near N. Main St. in
the City of Lake Crystal. Directly in front of his squad car was a silver Hyundai Sonata bearing Minnesota
license plate 187'TLP. Officer Gangelhoff ran checks on his mobile data terminal and discovered that the
passenger car was registered to a Witness 1 of Mankato. 

Officer Gangelhoff observed the vehicle turn onto N. Lilly St. from Highway 60 and proceed into the
Hennegar Plumbing and Heating shop. Right next to the shop is a vacant parcel. The driver appeared to go
lights out upon pulling into the shop's parking lot. After Officer Gangelhoff passed by, the driver activated
his lights and turn back onto N. Lily St. 

Officer Gangelhoff noted that the City of Lake Crystal has had several burglary and criminal damage to
property type calls within the past month. The victims are primarily businesses. 

Based on the totality of the circumstances, including the time of night, suspicious behavior of the driver and
recent criminal activity, Officer Gangelhoff decided to initiate a traffic stop. Officer Gangelhoff activated his
emergency lights and effectuated a traffic stop on the N. Lily St. near Highway 60. The driver came to a
complete stop and Officer Gangelhoff got out of his squad car and made a driver-side approach. 

Officer Gangelhoff asked the adult male driver for his driver's license or some type of identification. The
driver replied he didn't have any with him. The driver identified himself as Anthony Jerome Erickson with a
date of birth of October 10, 1977. Officer Gangelhoff explained the reason for the stop and asked Erickson
why he had pulled into the shop's parking lot. Erickson stated he pulled in the parking lot because there
was a vehicle behind him and that he was looking for a pay phone because he did not have his cell phone.
Erickson stated he was coming from Mankato and traveling back to Mankato which is where he lives.
Erickson claimed that he traveled to Lake Crystal in order to recover his cell phone at a friend's house;
Erickson was unable to give location of the friend's house. 

Officer Gangelhoff returned to his squad car to perform routine checks on the name Anthony Jerome
Erickson. While officer Gangelhoff was speaking with Erickson he noted that Erickson had red hair and a
neatly trimmed goatee and that he wore glasses. Officer Gangelhoff also noted that Erickson appeared to
be nervous. Routine checks conducted by Officer Gangelhoff showed Erickson's driving status to be valid.
The physical descriptors in the driver's license photograph did not appear to match Erickson at all. The
license check also revealed that Erickson's address is in Comfrey and not Mankato. 

Officer Gangelhoff then returned to the vehicle and asked Erickson where he lived to which Erickson
responded Comfrey. Erickson stated that the vehicle is registered to his brother's girlfriend. Officer
Gangelhoff asked the driver to get on the vehicle and Erickson became apprehensive. Erickson then
shifted the car into drive and squealed off on the west on Highway 60 and a high rate of speed. 

Officer Gangelhoff informed dispatch of Erickson's action and advised that a pursuit had started.
Erickson's vehicle continued at a high rate of speed westbound on Highway 60 until it turned onto County
Road 109. While trying to catch up to Erickson's vehicle Officer Gangelhoff noted that his squad car was
traveling at over 100 mph. County Road 109 turns into gravel and the dust being kicked up by Erickson's
vehicle made it extremely difficult for Officer Gangelhoff to see. While pursuing on County Road 109 it
appeared at certain points the suspect vehicle entered the ditch and then came back onto the gravel
roadway. Ultimately, Officer Gangelhoff lost track of the vehicle near County Road 109 and 216th St. after
approximately seven miles. 
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Deputies Tom Cusey and Justin Lindmeyer assisted in looking for the vehicle. Deputy Scott Wolf spoke
with the registered owner at her residence in Mankato. Deputy Wolf learned that Erickson was driving the
vehicle without the owner's permission and that the suspect's true name and date of birth are Andrew
Jerome Erickson, March 19, 1976. Dispatch advised that Erickson's driving status was 'revoked' and that
he had an active warrant out of Brown County. Officer Gangelhoff was then able to see a picture of Andrew
Erickson. The picture matched the driver of the vehicle.

Erickson is currently in custody in Brown County; a warrant for his arrest is requested.

 

4



SIGNATURES AND APPROVALS

Complainant requests that Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release, be:
(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained, if already in custody, pending further proceedings; and that said Defendant otherwise
be dealt with according to law.

Complainant declares under penalty of perjury that everything stated in this document is true and
correct. Minn. Stat. § 358.116; Minn. R. Crim. P. 2.01, subds. 1, 2.

Complainant Michael Maurer Electronically Signed:
08/11/2016 09:08 AM
Blue Earth County,  Minnesota

Chief Deputy
100 East Robinson Street
Lake Crystal, MN 56055
 

Being authorized to prosecute the offenses charged, I approve this complaint.

Prosecuting Attorney Electronically Signed:
08/11/2016 08:21 AM

Michael Hanson
Assistant County Attorney
401 Carver Road
PO Box 3129
Mankato, MN 56002
(507) 304-4600
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FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE
From the above sworn facts, and any supporting affidavits or supplemental sworn testimony, I, the Issuing Officer, have

determined that probable cause exists to support, subject to bail or conditions of release where applicable, Defendant’s arrest

or other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court, or Defendant’s detention, if already in custody,

pending further proceedings. Defendant is therefore charged with the above-stated offense(s).

SUMMONS

THEREFORE YOU, THE DEFENDANT, ARE SUMMONED to appear on ________ ___, _____ at _____ AM/PM
before the above-named court at 401 Carver Rd, Mankato, MN 56002-0347 to answer this complaint.

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued.

WARRANTX
To the Sheriff of the above-named county; or other person authorized to execute this warrant: I order, in the name of the State

of Minnesota, that the Defendant be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before the court (if in

session), and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such court without unnecessary delay, and in any event not later than

36 hours after the arrest or as soon as such Judge or Judicial Officer is available to be dealt with according to law.

Execute in MN Only Execute Nationwide Execute in Border States

This warrant may be executed at any time of the day or night and on Sundays or legal holidays.X

ORDER OF DETENTION

Since the Defendant is already in custody, I order, subject to bail or conditions of release, that the Defendant continue to be
detained pending further proceedings.

Bail:  $
Conditions of Release:  Hold for Court

This complaint, duly subscribed and sworn to or signed under penalty of perjury, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer
as of the following date: August 11, 2016.

Judicial Officer Robert Birnbaum
District Court Judge

Electronically Signed: 08/11/2016 12:22 PM

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:
 

COUNTY OF BLUE EARTH
STATE OF MINNESOTA

State of Minnesota
Plaintiff

vs.

ANDREW JEROME ERICKSON
Defendant

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER RETURN OF SERVICE
I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this Warrant

upon the Defendant herein named.

Signature of Authorized Service Agent:
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