
State of Minnesota District Court
County of Blue Earth 5th Judicial District

BEC-16-0375Prosecutor File No.
07-CR-16-2397Court File No.

State of Minnesota, COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Summons

vs.

DENNIS LEE LEIGHTON    DOB: 11/05/1986

501 Cherry Ave.
Madison Lake, MN 56063

Defendant.

The Complainant submits this complaint to the Court and states that there is probable cause to believe
Defendant committed the following offense(s):

COUNT I

Charge: Malicious Punishment of a Child
Minnesota Statute: 609.377.1, with reference to:  609.377.2
Maximum Sentence: 1 year and/or $3,000
Offense Level: Gross Misdemeanor

Offense Date (on or about): 02/25/2016 to 03/03/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16002786

Charge Description: Dennis Lee Leighton

On or between February 25, 2016 and March 3, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant,
Dennis Lee Leighton did as a parent, legal guardian, or caretaker, who by an intentional act or a series of
intentional acts with respect to a child, evidenced unreasonable force or cruel discipline that is excessive
under the circumstances.

COUNT II

Charge: Neglect of a Child-Likely Subst. Harm Physical/Emot Health-G
Minnesota Statute: 609.378.1(a)(1)
Maximum Sentence: 1 year and/or $3,000
Offense Level: Gross Misdemeanor

Offense Date (on or about): 02/25/2016 to 03/03/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16002786

Charge Description: Dennis Lee Leighton

On or February 29, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant, Dennis Lee Leighton did as a
parent, legal guardian, or caretaker, willfully deprived a child of necessary food, clothing, shelter, health
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care, or supervision appropriate to the child's age, when the parent, guardian, or caretaker is reasonably
able to make the necessary provisions and the depravation harms or is likely to substantially harm the
child's physical, mental, or emotional health.

COUNT III

Charge: Domestic Assault-Commits Act to Cause Fear of Immediate Bodily Harm or Death
Minnesota Statute: 609.2242.1(1)
Maximum Sentence: 90 days and/or $1,000
Offense Level: Misdemeanor

Offense Date (on or about): 02/25/2016 to 03/03/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16002786

Charge Description: Dennis Lee Leighton

On or between February 25, 2016 and March 3, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant,
Dennis Lee Leighton did, against a family or household member, as defined in M.S.A. 518B.01 Subd. 2,
commit an act with intent to cause fear in another of immediate bodily harm or death.

COUNT IV

Charge: Domestic Assault-Misdemeanor-Intentionally Inflicts/Attempts to Inflict Bodily Harm on
Another
Minnesota Statute: 609.2242.1(2)
Maximum Sentence: 90 days and/or $1,000
Offense Level: Misdemeanor

Offense Date (on or about): 02/25/2016 to 03/03/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16002786

Charge Description: Dennis Lee Leighton

On or between February 25, 2016 and March 3, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant,
Dennis Lee Leighton did, against a family or household member, as defined in M.S.A. 518B.01 Subd. 2,
intentionally inflict or attempt to inflict bodily harm upon another.

COUNT V

Charge: Drugs - Possession of Drug Paraphernalia - Use or Possession Prohibited
Minnesota Statute: 152.092
Maximum Sentence: $300
Offense Level: Petty Misdemeanor

Offense Date (on or about): 02/25/2016 to 03/03/2016

Control #(ICR#): 16002786

Charge Description: Dennis Lee Leighton

On or between February 25, 2016 and March 3, 2016, in the County of Blue Earth, said Defendant,
Dennis Lee Leighton did knowingly or intentionally possess drug paraphernalia; to wit: a smoking device
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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE

 

On March 2, 2016, Investigator Wendler of the Blue Earth County Sheriff's Office was contacted by Blue
Earth County Human Services about a possible child abuse situation. Investigator Wendler learned that the
possible victim, a juvenile female, 2 years of age ('Victim'), was currently at the MCHS Mankato emergency
room being examined by medical staff for possible injuries. Investigator Wendler was advised that the 2-
year-old child had bruising that was being reported as possible physical abuse from her father, Dennis Lee
Leighton, D.O.B. 11-5-1986. Investigator Wendler obtained the following information: A mandated reporter
contacted human services to report concerns that Victim was brought into the hospital ER to be checked
because she had some bruising on her legs/buttocks area. The victim was reportedly hit by Leighton. The
victim reportedly said, "Daddy gave me owies." It was also mentioned that a 4-year-old child and Victim
were locked in a room. At the hospital with Victim was Victim's mother, an adult female. Victim's mother
indicated that Victim's mother had picked up the children yesterday for a visit. The victim and other children
typically stay with Leighton. Leighton told Victim's mother not to send the children to school and that
Leighton would call with some explanation for their absence at school. Investigator Wendler responded to
the hospital and took pictures of Victim's injuries. Leighton reportedly said that Victim obtained the bruises
from sledding over the weekend, but it was noted there was no real snow for sledding. Investigator Wendler
noted that Leighton and Leighton's girlfriend, Tessa Ann Meidlinger, D.O.B. 11-19-1980, live in the City of
Madison Lake along with three children that Leighton has custody of, including two boys and Victim.
Investigator Wendler, the emergency room doctor, and others had a conversation and consult with the Mayo
Child Advocacy Center in Rochester about the concern and the bruising and spoke to a doctor there who
specializes in pediatric trauma. A doctor advised that, after reviewing the photos of the bruising on the
child, the photos were not indicative of "normal" playtime bruising or being outside playing. The doctor
described the bruises as concerning and suspicious. 

Investigator Wendler and Human Services made arrangements for the children to stay somewhere other
than with their father while the investigation was taking place. On March 3, 2016, Investigator Wendler and
a child protection worker interviewed Leighton's two other children, including the 4-year-old child, Juvenile
1. Juvenile 1 told Investigator Wendler and the child protection worker the following: Juvenile 1 and his
sister, Victim, get put in their room when they get in trouble. Victim got spanked with a spatula. Juvenile 1
described the spatula as a black, plastic spatula. Juvenile 1 said the spatula is kept in a drawer. Juvenile 1
said both Leighton and Meidlinger spank Victim with the spatula. Victim cries loud when she gets hit with
the spatula. Juvenile 1 explained that they pull down Victim's pants and then spank Victim with the spatula. 

Investigator Wendler and the child protection worker also spoke with the 7-year-old boy, Juvenile 2.
Juvenile 2 explained that he lived in the house with his brother, Juvenile 1, and his sister, Victim. Juvenile 2
stated that Juvenile 1 and Victim get into trouble in the house by Leighton. Juvenile 2 stated when the kids
are in trouble, they get put in their rooms but still get fed. Juvenile 2 explained that he is gone at school
most days while Juvenile 1 and Victim are at home with Leighton and Meidlinger. 

The child protection worker and Investigator Wendler then went to Madison Lake in an attempt to speak
with Leighton and Meidlinger. Investigator Wendler arrived at the residence and approached the door and
knocked loudly multiple times. While standing at the door knocking, Investigator Wendler could smell a
strong odor of raw marijuana coming from the door. Due to his prior law enforcement training and
experience, Investigator Wendler felt that Leighton and Meidlinger were participating in the consumption
and/or possession of illegal substance. Investigator Wendler also observed that there was a gray-colored
Jeep parked in the driveway. Investigator Wendler could see through the partially opened blinds on the
door that there were some miscellaneous items in the entryway, including shoes and kids' toys. Investigator
Wendler then contacted an agent with the Minnesota River Valley Drug Task Force and briefed him of the
situation. The agent advised that the agent would write a search warrant for the judge to review and issue
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for the residence. 

Investigator Wendler then received a phone call from Officer Marx of the Madison Lake Police Department.
Officer Marx advised Investigator Wendler that the Madison Lake Police Department had been notified of
possible drug use at Leighton's residence over the past six to eight months. Investigator Wendler
maintained surveillance on the residence while the agent obtained a search warrant. Investigator Wendler
noted that no one had entered or left the residence during the time Investigator Wendler was watching it.
Assisting officers arrived and executed the search warrant. Law enforcement knocked several times on the
door and announced their presence, but no one came to the door. The door was then breached. Law
enforcement located a male and a female in the residence. They were identified as Leighton and
Meidlinger. 

Officer Wendler took several photos of the inside of the residence and noted that the conditions were not
appropriate. Investigator Wendler was able to observe items used in the smoking of illegal controlled
substances in the master bathroom. Investigator Wendler also noted there were numerous bottles of
prescription pills sitting within reach of small children in the residence. Investigator Wendler noted that the
majority of these prescription bottles contained medications for Meidlinger. Investigator Wendler saw that
there were piles upon piles of clothing, both adult and children sized, stacked up across the residence.
Investigator Wendler noted that the children's bedrooms were covered in clothing and toys and the doors
were partially blocked and hard to open or close. Investigator Wendler observed the residence had a
distinct odor of raw marijuana. Officers believed Leighton and Meidlinger had to have destroyed marijuana
prior to the search warrant being executed based on the strong odor of marijuana officers were still able to
detect. 

Investigator Wendler spoke with Meidlinger in the residence. Meidlinger advised Investigator Wendler that
she was gone all day the previous Saturday when "it happened," so she did not know anything. Meidlinger
also told Investigator Wendler she did not want her kids taken away. Investigator Wendler noted that
Meidlinger was very emotional and denied any knowledge of any abuse or any use of illegal narcotics.
Meidlinger then said she did not want to talk with Investigator Wendler anymore. Investigator Wendler had
her sit back down on a chair next to Leighton. Leighton also spoke to the child protection worker during this
time. 

Investigator Wendler located a black plastic spatula in the kitchen drawer. Investigator Wendler noted the
spatula matched the description of the item used to hit Victim with. Leighton and Meidlinger were advised
that the children were placed in temporary foster care and that human services would be taking further
action in the matter. Leighton was advised that he would need to be "clean" in order to have visits with the
children. Leighton wanted to debate his use of marijuana and stated that Leighton uses it for his scoliosis.
Investigator Wendler advised Leighton that unless Leighton has a medical marijuana card, it was illegal to
use marijuana. Leighton then wanted to debate how it is legal in some states. Leighton told Investigator
Wendler that he would just go get prescriptions for Oxycontin and Percocet and use those pills and get
really messed up on those and watch his children. Investigator Wendler again advised Leighton that if he
had a prescription for the pills and was taking them according to the way the doctor prescribed him, that it
was legal for him. Investigator Wendler also explained that it is most likely not a good idea for Leighton to
be messed up on prescription pills and attempt to parent his children. Leighton again stated that Leighton
did not think it was a big deal that Leighton smoked marijuana and that he used it to help with his back
issues. Investigator Wendler requested a review of criminal charges related to the alleged child abuse as
well as criminal charges related to the condition of the house the children were living in.
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SIGNATURES AND APPROVALS

Complainant requests that Defendant, subject to bail or conditions of release, be:
(1) arrested or that other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant's appearance in court; or
(2) detained, if already in custody, pending further proceedings; and that said Defendant otherwise
be dealt with according to law.

Complainant declares under penalty of perjury that everything stated in this document is true and
correct. Minn. Stat. § 358.116; Minn. R. Crim. P. 2.01, subds. 1, 2.

Complainant Richard Murry Electronically Signed:
06/13/2016 08:40 AM
Blue Earth County,  MN

Captain
401 Carver Rd
Mankato, MN 56002-0228
Badge: 2708

Being authorized to prosecute the offenses charged, I approve this complaint.

Prosecuting Attorney Electronically Signed:
06/08/2016 03:26 PM

Ryan S. Hansch
401 Carver Road
PO Box 3129
Mankato, MN 56002
(507) 304-4600
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FINDING OF PROBABLE CAUSE
From the above sworn facts, and any supporting affidavits or supplemental sworn testimony, I, the Issuing Officer, have

determined that probable cause exists to support, subject to bail or conditions of release where applicable, Defendant’s arrest

or other lawful steps be taken to obtain Defendant’s appearance in court, or Defendant’s detention, if already in custody,

pending further proceedings. Defendant is therefore charged with the above-stated offense(s).

SUMMONSX
THEREFORE YOU, THE DEFENDANT, ARE SUMMONED to appear on July 14, 2016 at 8:15 AM before the
above-named court at 401 Carver Rd, Mankato, MN 56002-0347 to answer this complaint.

IF YOU FAIL TO APPEAR in response to this SUMMONS, a WARRANT FOR YOUR ARREST shall be issued.

WARRANT

To the Sheriff of the above-named county; or other person authorized to execute this warrant: I order, in the name of the State

of Minnesota, that the Defendant be apprehended and arrested without delay and brought promptly before the court (if in

session), and if not, before a Judge or Judicial Officer of such court without unnecessary delay, and in any event not later than

36 hours after the arrest or as soon as such Judge or Judicial Officer is available to be dealt with according to law.

Execute in MN Only Execute Nationwide Execute in Border States

ORDER OF DETENTION

Since the Defendant is already in custody, I order, subject to bail or conditions of release, that the Defendant continue to be
detained pending further proceedings.

Bail:  $
Conditions of Release:  

This complaint, duly subscribed and sworn to or signed under penalty of perjury, is issued by the undersigned Judicial Officer
as of the following date: June 13, 2016.

Judicial Officer Bradley C Walker
District Court Judge

Electronically Signed: 06/13/2016 09:20 AM

Sworn testimony has been given before the Judicial Officer by the following witnesses:
 

COUNTY OF BLUE EARTH
STATE OF MINNESOTA

State of Minnesota
Plaintiff

vs.

DENNIS LEE LEIGHTON
Defendant

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICER RETURN OF SERVICE
I hereby Certify and Return that I have served a copy of this

Summons upon the Defendant herein named.

Signature of Authorized Service Agent:
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